
 

STRICTLY PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 

 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT VOL 

4 – APPENDICES 7 AND 8 - 5471147 
NEU-ACM-CON-UK-AP-PN-0021  

ASITE DOCUMENT NUMBER 

Revision Tracking 
Revision 
No. Revision Date Author Checked By Approver Revision Notes 

P01 16/04/2021 AECOM  NeuConnect  

 

Originator’s Reference: ITT Reference Number: 
N/A  



NeuConnect: Great Britain to Germany
Interconnector

NeuConnect Britain Ltd

Prepared for:  NeuConnect Britain Ltd AECOM

Appendix 7.A – Noise Baseline Survey





NeuConnect: Great Britain to Germany
Interconnector

NeuConnect Britain Ltd

Prepared for:  NeuConnect Britain Ltd AECOM



NeuConnect: Great Britain to Germany
Interconnector

NeuConnect Britain Ltd

Prepared for:  NeuConnect Britain Ltd AECOM

Prepared for:

NeuConnect Britain Ltd
C/O Fulcrum
105 Piccadilly
London, W1J 7NJ
United Kingdom

Prepared by:

AECOM Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited
1 Tanfield
Edinburgh EH3 5DA
United Kingdom

T: +44 131 301 8600
aecom.com

© 2019 AECOM Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited. All Rights Reserved.

This document has been prepared by AECOM Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited (“AECOM”) for
sole use of our client (the “Client”) in accordance with generally accepted consultancy principles, the
budget for fees and the terms of reference agreed between AECOM and the Client. Any information
provided by third parties and referred to herein has not been checked or verified by AECOM, unless
otherwise expressly stated in the document. No third party may rely upon this document without the
prior and express written agreement of AECOM.



NeuConnect: Great Britain to Germany
Interconnector

NeuConnect Britain Ltd

Prepared for:  NeuConnect Britain Ltd AECOM



NeuConnect: Great Britain to Germany
Interconnector

NeuConnect Britain Ltd

Prepared for:  NeuConnect Britain Ltd AECOM

Table of Contents

1. Baseline Monitoring .............................................................................. 1-1
Sound Monitoring Equipment .......................................................................................................... 1-1
Meteorological Conditions ............................................................................................................... 1-1
Baseline Noise Results ................................................................................................................... 1-2

Figures

No table of figures entries found.

Tables

Table 0.1 Monitoring Equipment ...................................................................................................... 1-1
Table 0.2 Meteorological Conditions During Baseline Measurements .............................................. 1-1
Table 0.3 Measurement Results Location LT1 ................................................................................. 1-2
Table 0.4 Measurement Results Location LT2 ................................................................................. 1-2
Table 0.5 Measurement Results Location LT3 ................................................................................. 1-3



NeuConnect: Great Britain to Germany
Interconnector

NeuConnect Britain Ltd

Prepared for:  NeuConnect Britain Ltd AECOM

Glossary & Abbreviations

Glossary

Term Meaning

LAeq,T The A-weighted equivalent continuous sound pressure level over period
T (LAeq,T).
This is effectively the average sound pressure level over a given period.
As the decibel is a logarithmic quantity the Leq is not a simple arithmetic
mean value.

LA90,T Background noise level, The A-weighted sound pressure level of the
residual noise at the assessment position that is exceeded for 90% of a
given time interval, T, measured using the fast time weighting, F, and
quoted to the nearest whole number

Abbreviations

Abbreviation Definition

W west

dB Decibel
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1. Baseline Monitoring
Sound Monitoring Equipment

1.1 The sound monitoring equipment used in the survey is presented in Table Error! Use the Home
tab to apply Level 1 Heading to the text that you want to appear here..1.

1.2 The calibration of the survey equipment was checked before and after all measurements, and no
drift greater than ±0.3 dB was experienced during the monitoring periods.

Table Error! Use the Home tab to apply Level 1 Heading to the text that you want to appear here..1
Monitoring Equipment

Monitoring
Location

Grid Reference Sound Level
Meter

Calibration Date Field Calibrator
(start)

Field Calibrator
(end)

LT1
51°27'34.3"N
0°42'18.5"E

Rion NL-52

03/10/2018

Rion NC-74 Rion NC-74

Serial No.
743082

Serial No.
50541127

Serial No.
50541127

LT2
51°27'39.3"N
0°41'33.8"E

Rion NL-52

28/08/2018

Rion NC-74 Rion NC-74

Serial No.
743081

Serial No.
50541127

Serial No.
50541127

LT3
51°27'39.3"N
0°41'33.8"E

Rion NL-52

04/07/2018

Rion NC-74 Rion NC-74

Serial No.
420763

Serial No.
50541127

Serial No.
50541127

Meteorological Conditions
1.3 The weather during the survey period was noted at the beginning and the end of the survey, as

well as checked using online weather stations. A summary of meteorological conditions can be
seen in Table Error! Use the Home tab to apply Level 1 Heading to the text that you want to
appear here..2.

Table Error! Use the Home tab to apply Level 1 Heading to the text that you want to appear here..2
Meteorological Conditions During Baseline Measurements

Date Compass Wind
Direction

Wind Speed (ms-1) Temperature (°C) Rainfall (mm)

27/03/2019 W 1 9 0

28/03/2019 W 1 10 0

29/03/2019 W 1 9 0

30/03/2019 W 1 11 0

31/03/2019 W 5 9 0

01/04/2019 W 3 9 0

02/04/2019 W 2 7 0

03/04/2019 W 1 5 0
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Baseline Noise Results
1.4 The results of baseline unattended measurements at LT1 to LT3 are presented below.

1.5 For analysis of long-term unattended noise data, the LAeq,T noise metrics are calculated using the
logarithmic average of 15-minute measurements made during each day and night period. The
subsequent day and night LAeq,T noise levels are averaged arithmetically to provide the typical
levels presented. The LA90,T is presented as both the statistical mode of all measurements and
the 10th percentile of all measurements made during day and night period.

Table Error! Use the Home tab to apply Level 1 Heading to the text that you want to appear here..3
Measurement Results Location LT1

Date Daytime Night-time

LAeq,16h dB LA90,15min dB
Mode

LA90,15min dB
10th Percentile

LAeq,8h dB LA90,15min dB
Mode

LA90,15min dB
10th Percentile

Wed 27/03/19 54 29 26 51 29 28

Thu 28/03/19 55 37 29 53 39 34

Fri 29/03/19 56 37 34 50 35 34

Sat 30/03/19 54 38 33 49 31 29

Sun 31/03/19 54 43 42 52 35 35

Mon 01/04/19 54 37 31 53 38 34

Tue 02/04/19 55 37 32 51 30 29

Wed 03/04/19 55 33 30 - - -

Overall
Average

55 36 32 51 34 32

Table Error! Use the Home tab to apply Level 1 Heading to the text that you want to appear here..4
Measurement Results Location LT2

Date Daytime Night-time

LAeq,16h dB LA90,15min dB
Mode

LA90,15min dB
10th Percentile

LAeq,8h dB LA90,15min dB
Mode

LA90,15min dB 10th

Percentile

Wed 27/03/19 49 28 26 41 29 27

Thu 28/03/19 52 36 28 46 38 36

Fri 29/03/19 53 38 34 43 36 34

Sat 30/03/19 53 36 33 48 33 30

Sun 31/03/19 56 47 45 51 39 39

Mon 01/04/19 48 42 32 51 38 37

Tue 02/04/19 51 36 32 45 34 29

Wed 03/04/19 47 30 29 - - -

Overall
Average

51 37 32 46 35 33
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Table Error! Use the Home tab to apply Level 1 Heading to the text that you want to appear here..5
Measurement Results Location LT3

Date Daytime Night-time

LAeq,16h dB LA90,15min

dB Mode
LA90,15min dB
10th Percentile

LAeq,8h dB LA90,15min

dB Mode
LA90,15min dB
10th Percentile

Wed 27/03/19 55 36 33 50 33 31

Thu 28/03/19 55 39 34 53 40 37

Fri 29/03/19 56 40 38 50 37 35

Sat 30/03/19 55 40 35 49 33 33

Sun 31/03/19 56 44 42 54 38 37

Mon 01/04/19 55 38 36 52 36 36

Tue 02/04/19 55 41 36 53 34 34

Wed 03/04/19 56 34 34 - - -

Overall
Average

55 39 36 52 36 35

aecom.com
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Glossary & Abbreviations

Glossary

Term Meaning

Li Internal reverbant sound pressure levels

Rw The weighted sound reduction index

Abbreviations

Abbreviation Definition

OS Ordanance Survey

Hz Hertz

SWL Sound Power Level

SRI Sound Reduction Index

dB Decibel
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1. Modelling Information
Acoustic Modelling Details

1.1 Modelling of sound levels from the development have been undertaken using SoundPLAN
(version 8.0) acoustic modelling software. This software implements the sound propagation
calculation methodology set out in ISO 9613-2.

Acoustic modelling input data
1.2 Data sources used for this modelling are shown in Table Error! Use the Home tab to apply Level

1 Heading to the text that you want to appear here..1.

Table Error! Use the Home tab to apply Level 1 Heading to the text that you want to appear here..1
Data sources

Data Source file Received from

OS mapping OS OpenMap Local (ESRI Shape File) TQ AECOM

Existing topography  Contour_1m_clip.shp AECOM

Proposed GB
Onshore Scheme
layout

Draft UK Onshore Site Layout Drawing Reference NC_190411_P64_v2
– Figure 2.2 of Volume II of the Environmental Statement (ES)
Draft UK NGET Converter Station Layout Drawing Reference
NC_190514_P76_v1 – Figure 2.3 of Volume II of the ES

AECOM

Proposed building
heights

ES Volume II, Chapter 2: Proposed GB Onshore Scheme AECOM

1.3 The octave-band sound power levels for external plant sound sources (each modelled as a point
source) included in the acoustic model are set out in Table Error! Use the Home tab to apply
Level 1 Heading to the text that you want to appear here..2 below.

Table Error! Use the Home tab to apply Level 1 Heading to the text that you want to appear here..2
Sound power levels of external plant sound sources

Plant Number
Sound Power Levels (dB) at Octave Band
Centre Frequency (Hz)

Total A-
weighted
(dB)

Data Source
63 125 250 500 1k 2k 4k 8k

Transformer 6 83 85 80 80 74 69 64 57 80

A-weighted SWL from
NSN Link ES Chapter,
frequency spectrum from
published data for this
source type1

Transformer
cooler 6 56 93 85 62 56 56 56 56 80

A-weighted SWL from
NSN Link ES Chapter,
frequency spectrum from
published data for this
source type2

Outdoor
cooling fans 66 86 83 80 77 74 71 68 65 80

A-weighted SWL from
NSN Link ES Chapter,
frequency spectrum from

1 Engineering Noise Control, Theory and Practice (D A Bies and C H Hansen, 1996)
2 National Grid Viking Limited (2017). UK Onshore Scheme Environmental Statement. Available at http://viking-
link.com/media/1395/es_c_ch26_noise-and-vibration-cs-_revfinal.pdf
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4. Baseline
Physical Site Conditions

Site Topography

4.1 The Site is located on the Isle of Grain, the eastern tip of the Hoo Peninsula. Once separated
from the mainland by the Yantlet Creek, a navigable tidal channel between the Thames and
Medway estuaries, this channel was infilled sometime in the medieval period, effectively
transforming the Isle of Grain from an Island to a peninsula. Nevertheless, the former infilled
channels of the Yantlet Creek and its related natural fleets remained low-lying and marshy until
the 18th century following extensive reclamation efforts.

4.2 The Isle of Grain appears to have been extensively eroded for the last several centuries if not
millennia. Historical accounts tell of wide-scale inundation across much of the island in throughout
the 15th and 16th centuries until the erection of strong sea wall defences in the 17th century
(Carpenter et al. 2013, 15). Despite this, the erosion of the northern portion of the Isle of Grain
remains rapid even today. This is clearly evident from aerial photographs which show the loss of
over 50m of coastline north of the village of Grain since the 1940s, despite the construction of
groynes all along that coast. It is likely that historically the Isle of Grain extended as far as the
current extent of the mudflats and mean low water mark.

4.3 The Site itself is located on the western side of the area of high ground on which the village of
Grain is centred. The main proposed complex is located on the south-west edge of this high
ground, approximately 8m Ordnance Datum (OD). The cable route running north-east of the
complex will follow the western contour of the hill, rising up to approximately 12m OD near West
Lane before reaching MHWS to north.

4.4 To the west of the proposed electrical converter and substation, the land drops down towards
low-lying reclaimed marshes and former Yantlet Creek. On the opposite side of the low-lying
area, the land rises again to form the easternmost point of the ‘Hundred of Hoo Hills’, a central
ridge of high land that traverses the Hoo Peninsula north-east to south-west. The open low-lying
land that separates these two areas of high ground results in wide views and perspectives linking
the two high points. The site of the proposed development and settlements located on the ridge
to the west (Lower Stokes and Allhallows) are clearly inter-visible across this span.

4.5 The landscape also drops to the south and south-east of the main complex. However, in those
directions the Isle of Grain has been heavily industrialised since the post-medieval period and is
now dominated by power generation plants, liquid natural gas storage, and the accompanying
infrastructure.

4.6 Immediately east and north of the main complex, where the proposed DC cables lie, the land is
relatively flat and currently either under cultivation as part of Perry’s Farm, or lying fallow following
extensive sand and gravel extraction.

4.7 The proposed DC cable route north of West Lane is situated within an area of former mineral
extraction. The area has only been partially reinstated and is now low-lying scrubland.

4.8 As the proposed DC cable route approaches the coast, the land drops sharply down to a pebble
beach giving onto wide mudflats beneath the MHWS mark.

Site Geology

4.9 Although much of the Isle of Grain is formed of London Clay bedrock deposits overlain by
alluvium (BGS), the proposed development Site is located on higher ground composed of terrace
gravels and related colluvium. Detailed investigation of the Hoo Peninsula has shown that the
gravel deposits on the Isle of Grain differ significantly from those to the west of Yantlet Creek
(Bridgeland 2003, 42). The similarity of the Grain Gravels to deposits in Southend, on the
opposite side of the Thames today, suggests that they belong to the same Thames-Medway
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subgroup (ibid.). More specifically, the Grain Gravels originate from the Corbets Tey Gravel of the
Lower Thames and the Stoke Gravel of the Medway (Bridgland et al., 1993).

4.10 The composition of the Grain Gravel is closely comparable to the Low-level East Essex Gravel
of the Southend area, of Thames-Medway origin. It had been suggested that the Grain Gravels
are a downstream continuation of the Corbets Tey Gravel of the Lower Thames and the Stoke
Gravel of the Medway, dating to Marine Isotope Stage (MIS) 8 through 10 (Bridgland et al., 1993).
However, more recent direct dating of gravel deposits on the Isle of Grain through Optically-
Stimulated Luminescence (OSL) has provided direct dates that place the gravels in MIS 6,
roughly 224±25ka (thousands of years ago) (Wessex 2013) and 196±14ka (Wenban-Smith et al.
2007).

4.11 These Grain Gravel deposits have been extracted at several locations across the study area, but
given the origin of their formation, areas of undisturbed gravels retain the potential to contain
Lower Palaeolithic material. The deposits themselves are also considered to be of research
interest in that they may inform on the Pleistocene landscape and the formation processes of the
Thames and Medway estuaries.

4.12 Ground investigations were carried out in advance of the proposed development within the
location of the proposed converter station and its access road. This study included nine
boreholes, two trial pits, and four piezocone penetration tests, the results of which are included
in Appendix F. The investigations show the presence of made ground deposits below topsoil in
six of the boreholes to the west and south of Perry’s Farm. In all instances, the logs show that
beneath topsoil, or beneath made ground where present, superficial deposits of mixed sand, clay,
and gravel are present. These superficial deposits are likely a combination of Grain Gravel with
the underlying London Clay bedrock, but may also include a component of alluvial deposits
formed by tidal flooding. These deposits appear to be highly variable and may have been
redeposited through colluvial processes.

Heritage Assets
4.13 There are no World Heritage Sites, scheduled monuments, registered parks and gardens, or

registered battlefields within the Site. A single grade II listed building, consisting of Second World
War dragon’s teeth anti-tank defences, is situated within the Site boundary.

4.14 Four non-designated assets have been identified within the Site boundary, all of which are
archaeological in nature and date from the medieval period to the modern period. In addition to
these assets, the proposed development extends over two Areas of Archaeological Potential
(AAP), centred on KHER assets considered by Kent County Council to be of archaeological
interest and which have the potential for further remains to have survived in their vicinities. The
first is a large AAP overlying the Grain Gravel terrace which is considered to be a geological
formation with potential to hold Palaeolithic remains. The second AAP is centred on an Iron Age
settlement and late Roman cemetery north of Rose Court Farm.

4.15 Five designated assets have been identified within the 1km study area. These consist of two
scheduled monuments, one grade I listed and two grade II listed buildings. A further four listed
buildings, one grade I and three grade II, are located within the villages of Allhallows and Lower
Stoke approximately 4km to the west of the Site.

4.16 A total of 143 further non-designated assets lie within the study area, consisting of 11 extant built
heritage assets and 132 archaeological assets. The built heritage resource dates from the post-
medieval to the modern period, while the archaeological assets date from the Lower Palaeolithic
period to the modern period. Twenty-one AAPs are situated within the study area, centred on
KHER assets considered to be of particular interest.

4.17 Assets identified within the Site and study area have been given unique reference numbers.
These are pre-fixed with [A] for archaeological assets, [E] for archaeological investigations, and
[BH] for built heritage assets. Each asset will be cross-referenced to the gazetteer in Appendices
A and B. The location of archaeological assets is shown in Figure 2, while archaeological events
are shown in Figure 3, historical landscape character is shown in Figure 4, and built heritage
assets are shown in Figure 5, all of which can be found in Appendix C.
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Roman (AD 43-410)

4.45 Despite the Romans landing in AD 43 on the east coast of Kent some 50km southeast of the Site,
the Hoo Peninsula appears to have remained largely undisturbed by the conquest itself. This was
likely in part due to the inhospitality of the marshy landscape and the area’s remoteness.
However, the Romans began exploiting the rich resources of the Peninsula soon after the
conquest, slowly transforming it into a rural agricultural landscape dotted by salt and pottery
production centres.

4.46 The Roman period on the Isle of Grain itself is poorly understood. The most significant remains
consist of an enclosure, field ditches, and a Roman cemetery containing at least two cremation
and 47 inhumation burials uncovered during salvage excavations in 1978-81 [A11]. Although
grave goods have been tentatively dated to AD 250-350, the results of the excavations have not
been properly assessed or published, and as such these results are based on preliminary
summary reports only. The cemetery was recorded during salvage excavations ahead of mineral
extraction at the Isle of Grain gravel pit, and while the exact location of the cemetery is not
currently known, it may have extended across the area of the proposed cable route north of West
Lane. It is, however, unlikely that any remains have survived the extensive mineral extraction in
the mid-20th century.

4.47 Even less is known about a Roman pottery kiln and scatter of kiln bricks and pottery [A10]
purportedly uncovered at 1m OD by workmen digging a trench in 1939. The exact location of this
trench is unknown, but is reported by the KHER 1.2km south of the Site. It may or may not relate
to Iron Age to Roman burnt material reported at Wallend Farm already mentioned [A7].

4.48 Roman salt production, the remains of which tend to be located at the junction between the low-
lying marshy ground and higher ground (Carpenter et al. 2013, 43), have been reported at Hoo
St. Werburgh 10km west of the Site (Miles 1975). Possible evidence of salt production has also
been reported closer to the Site, in the form of pottery and ‘briquetage’ recovered from the
marshes east of Allhallows, just beyond the study area and approximately 3.1km from the Site.

4.49 Two cordoned flasks findspots [A8 and A9] are also reported within the study area, both of which
date to the 1st to 2nd centuries AD. It is highly likely that these two finds are in fact the same given
that they are both described as recovered during works at an oil refinery carried out in 1951. The
first of these finds is reported as located at Wallend, approximately 200m south of the Site, while
the latter is reported at imprecise coordinates 1.3km south of the Site.

Early Medieval (410-1066)

4.50 The name Grain is believed to have originated from the Anglo-Saxon word greon, meaning gravel
and interpreted as referred to a gravelly or sandy shore (MacDougall 1980, 20), long since eroded
away (Evans 1954). This does not however necessarily imply the presence of an Anglo-Saxon
settlement on the Isle of Grain. The Isle and its parish are not mentioned in the Domesday Book
of 1086, suggesting that it was not a significant holding at the time of the Conquest.

4.51 Archaeological remains dating to the early medieval period identified within the study area are
limited to four isolated findspots. These consist of two copper alloy fittings [A12 and A13] and
two Anglo-Saxon silver pennies (sceats) [A14 and A15].

Medieval (AD 1066-1540)

4.52 Following its apparent abandonment in the early medieval period, the Isle of Grain was re-
occupied sometime in the 12th century when the settlements of Wallend and St James Grain (now
known simply as Grain) were founded (Smith 2014, 7). The parish belonged, at the time, to the
Hundred of Gillingham, rather than the Hundred of Hoo to which it was later granted. The extant
parish church of St. James [BH2] retains some features dating to its 12th century founding, when
it is said to have been located in the centre of the medieval settlement. The manor of Grain was
held by the Archbishop of Canterbury until it was conveyed to Henry VIII in the early 16th century.
A further manor, Rose Court Farm, was reportedly present on the Isle of Grain in the 14th century
onwards (ibid.). The location of the medieval manors of Grain, Wallend, and Rose Court is not
known, their later incarnations being post-medieval in date.









NeuConnect: Great Britain to Germany
Interconnector

NeuConnect Britain Ltd

Prepared for:  NeuConnect Britain Ltd AECOM
4-19

defended by batteries themselves [A97]. In 1941 oil bombing decoys [BH13] were built east of
Yantlet Creek by the Petroleum Board to deflect the enemy from bombing the oil depot at Port
Victoria. The oil depot was an important asset during the Second World War and by 1942 22 oil
storage tanks buried under soil [A92 and A93] had been built on the southern coast of the Isle.
Pillboxes [A95] were placed near these to defend it. The tanks were connected to a pipeline
known as PLUTO which connected the facility with the continent and supplied the Allies after D-
Day.

4.75 Further Second World War military remains within the study area include two clusters of radio
masts [A98 and A99] and a military installation of unknown purpose 700m south of the Site. All
of these have since been demolished. Three Second World War German airplane crash sites
[A101, A102, and 103] are also recorded within the study area.

4.76 Following the end of hostilities, British Petroleum expanded the facilities by building the Kent Oil
Refinery in 1950, which was built by 1,000 construction workers housed in a specially built camp
on the island. In 1957 Segas set up a facility next to the oil refinery to produce gas from petroleum
products and in 1960 a petrochemicals plant was built. British Gas plc’s Grain Power Station (oil
fired) was constructed between 1971 and 1982 and included a chimney 244m tall and 20m
across. The first British North Sea Oil was piped to the Kent Oil Refinery in 1975 and the facility
was closed in 1981 and its site demolished. In the late 1980s London Thamesport, a container
terminal was built on part of the refinery site. The 1988 Ordnance Survey map shows the extent
of the oil refinery which covered the entire south of the island.

4.77 In 1961 demolition began of the Grain Fort and Batteries which became a recreation area, St
James Park. The 1961 Ordnance Survey map shows further expansion of the village to house
workers in the petroleum industry with a number of new road and building plots having been laid
out.

4.78 Although not shown on historical maps of that century, it is clear from the presence of Gravel Pit
House on the 1851 census that gravel extraction was occurring in Grain in the 19th century.
Mineral extraction activities increased in the early 20th century with extraction of the Grain Gravel
terrace west of the village of Grain visible on the 1908 Ordnance Survey map. That map shows
that a tramway [A104] was constructed from the centre of the pit to a jetty to the north, presumably
to facilitate shipping. Mineral extraction continued throughout the 20th century. The tramway and
jetty were removed by 1933, as inferred from the Ordnance Survey map of that year. White Hall
Farm remained in operation as a farm until it was taken over by the gravel pit in the late 20th

century, at which point several buildings were demolished. By the 1990s roughly 46 hectares had
been removed around White Hall Farm and Rose Court Farm and a small complex of farm
buildings south of White Hall Farm had been demolished. While Rose Court Farm was left intact
following the land reinstatement, the remaining buildings of White Hall Farm were ultimately
demolished between 2007 and 2010. A mound [A105] to the east of the village of grain may relate
to small-scale extraction activities.

4.79 The extent of 20th century development on the Isle of Grain is reflected in the large number of
modern assets reported in the KHER. Although maritime remains were not included in the study
area, 11 archaeological assets have been recorded along the shore above the MHW, consisting
of wharves, beacons, groynes, and hards [A77 to A87].

4.80 The remaining KHER archaeological asset within the study dating to the modern period consists
of a former sewage outfall [A106] south-east of Grain marked on 20th century OS maps.

Unknown

4.81 Assets of unknown date include former flood defences [A107], borrow pits [A108], possible salt
works [A109], buildings of unknown purpose identified in aerial photographs [A110], alignments
of stakes on the foreshore near Yantlet Creek [A111 and A112], and an unknown feature identified
in aerial photographs [A113]. Given their nature and the evidence that led to their identification,
these features are unlikely to pre-date the post-medieval period.
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Lane, the landscape is defined as one dominated by fields created in the 19th century in addition
to the disused gravel workings.

4.95 The surrounding landscape is dominated by large-scale 20th century industry to the south, urban
and military landscapes dating to the 19th and 20th century to the east, and enclosures on
reclaimed marshland dating to the medieval to modern periods to the west.
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5. Assessment
5.1 This desk-based assessment has established the archaeological, built heritage, and historic

landscape baseline conditions for the application Site and surrounding study areas.  Of these,
only a single designated asset [BH1] and four non-designated archaeological assets [A47, A70,
A91, and A132] lie within the Site.

Designated Assets

Scheduled Monuments

Coastal artillery Defences on the Isle of Grain, Immediately East and South East of Grain Village –
BH5 (Scheduled Monument, NHLE 1019955)
5.2 The scheduled coastal defences commence to the south-east of the Church of St James and

continue south, with a break for the road to Grain Tower for approximately 1.25km in six separate
areas of protection. The monument includes a gun tower (Grain Tower, outside the study area),
a fort and three batteries together with later, 20th century additions including two searchlight
emplacements.  Grain Tower was built in response to the perceived threat from French invasion
in the mid-19th century and was supported from the 1860s by Grain Fort which was built on the
recommendation of the 1859 Royal Commission into the Defences of the United Kingdom
Fortifications. The fort was formed of a semi-circular keep with a central parade and
accommodation for 250 men, the whole being surrounded by inner and outer ditches and
defended by bastions and caponiers. The fort’s armaments were upgraded up until the Second
World War and the fort was decommissioned in 1956 and the keep and caponiers were
demolished and the ditch partially filled in in the 1960s. Visible remains today comprise earth
banks and platforms but the subterranean passages that linked the keep, caponiers and
magazines remain.

5.3 A series of open batteries were built to the south of the fort. The first, Grain Battery (renamed
Dummy Battery in 1901) was built approximately 1km south of the fort in the 1860s and was
linked to it by a communications road on an earthen bank. In 1895 Wing Battery was built
immediately to the south of Grain Fort and in 1900 Grain Battery was built to the west of Wing
Battery. The upstanding parts of these fortifications were similarly demolished in the 1960s.
Finally, during World War II, two searchlight emplacements were built on the esplanade to the
east of Grain Fort.

5.4 The asset has historic interest as part of Britain’s coastal defences for almost 100 years after the
middle of the 19th century and archaeological interest in its surface and subterranean features
which have the ability to provide information on construction, use and adaptation of the defences.
The asset’s setting is the estuary of the River Thames and River Medway and the coastal strip
behind. Anti-tank cubes to the north-west of asset also contribute to its setting as they form part
of the chain of World War II defences along the coastline. Despite the development of the petro-
chemical plant to the east of the southern end of the asset the setting has not changed
substantially and contributes to the asset’s significance.

Second World War QF P-Series Oil Bombing Decoy – BH13 (Scheduled Monument, NHLE 1425319)
5.5 The asset is located in two areas of protection approximately 1.78km west, north-west of the Site

boundary at its nearest point in a wide bend of Yantlet Creek. The asset is one of eleven QF
(diversionary fire) P (petroleum division) oil bombing decoy sites developed in Britain in the early
years of the Second World War. This example was designed to draw enemy bombing away from
the oil storage depot to the south.  Aerial photographs and archaeological surveys have found
that the asset retails all its above and below ground features. The decoy was designed to burn
fuel oil in brick or clay-lined pools to simulate burning oil storage tanks, ignition being controlled
from a control building and associated generator building approximately 200m to the west of the
pools.

5.6 The asset has considerable historic interest as one of only 11 such sites to be built and only two
remaining. It has archaeological interest in the complete survival of its original above and below
ground features.
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5.7 The asset’s setting is the flat floodplain of Yantlet Creek situated between the higher ground on
which Allhallows is located to the west and Grain us located to the east. This extends to the site
of the oil depots the asset was designed to protect on the south coast of the island. The post-war
development of the petro-chemical site approximately 1km south-east of the asset is within the
asset’s setting and can be seen as an expansion of the earlier oil depot. The asset’s setting
therefore continues to contribute to its significance.

Listed Buildings

World War II Anti-Tank Obstacles on the Foreshore – BH1 (Grade II, NHLE 1393145)
5.8 The asset comprises a line of concrete anti-tank obstacles erected c. 1940 and running for

approximately 570m from north-west to south-east along the north coast of the Isle of Grain. The
main type of obstacle is formed by truncated square pyramids known as dragons teeth attached
to a concrete grid. The teeth are arranged in rows four deep but every other row is offset so in
effect the rows are eight deep. At the north-west end of the line is s double row of anti-tank
concrete cubes while at the south-eastern end of the line is a pile of concrete caltrops, designed
like medieval caltrops with four arms so that however they are placed one arm will always point
upwards.

5.9 The asset has historic interest as part of Britain’s coastal defences during the Second World War
and archaeological interest for their strategic positioning.

5.10 Historic aerial photographs show that the obstacles were originally deployed inland some 50
metres from the beach but coastal erosion means that the dragon’s teeth are now on the beach
and are being undermined by the tides, uncovering the concrete grids below. The asset’s setting
is now the coastline rather than the coastal strip but the setting still contributes to the significance
of the asset by demonstrating its purpose of defending the land from seaborne attack. The
Coastal Artillery Defences on the Isle of Grain, Immediately East and South East of Grain Village
[BH5] are of 19th century origin but were modified in the First and Second World Wars and
contribute both to the asset’s setting and its significance.

Church of St James – BH2 (Grade I, NHLE 1085755)
5.11 The church has its origins in the 12th century with additions in the 13th and 15th centuries and a

south-west tower added in 1903-05. Construction is ragstone rubble and the plan is simple with
a nave, chancel, south-west tower, north-east sacristy and south porch. The chancel retains 13th

century windows in the Early English style. The aisles have been removed but the remains of the
arcade can still be seen with the early 20th century replacement windows inside the blocked up
spaces. Brick buttresses were added after the aisles were taken away.

5.12 The asset’s setting is the village of Grain but is not extensive, being restricted to the less
developed part of the village to the north that once formed the village’s historic core. Due to the
flatness of the topography and the asset’s short, squat tower the asset cannot be seen from a
wide area. The asset retains a relationship with the school to the south-west (although its 19th

century buildings have been removed) and with the old rectory to the west of the school. The
presence of the modern school buildings does nothing to enhance the church’s setting and the
chimney of the power station is a presence as it is in most parts of the village and the island.
Apart from these incursions modernity has not encroached unduly and the open nature of the
setting around the church contributes to its significance.

The Hogarth Inn – BH3 (Grade II, NHLE 1336496)
5.13 The Hogarth Inn is a rendered, timber-framed public house dating to the late 16th century. The

asset was built as a house and was later the Cock Inn and then the Post Office and stores before
being reinstated as a public house in 1975. The Hogarth name is a reference to William Hogarth
who visited the Cock Inn in 1732 during a visit to the Hoo peninsula. The brick outbuilding to the
north-west of the asset is shown on the First Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1870 while a further
building between the two shown on subsequent Ordnance Survey maps and labelled PO is no
longer in place.

5.14 The asset has historic interest as the oldest domestic building on the island and historical interest
and community value as the village’s pub, Post Office and store since at least the early 18th

century. The asset’s setting is the centre of the village of Grain but has changed considerably in
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the last century. In the early 20th century the pub was the first building encountered on entering
the village from the west. Over time the asset has become surrounded by modern development
and now stands roughly in the centre of the developed part of High Street. The provision of a
large area of hard standing immediately to the north-west of the asset has also been detrimental
to the asset. This combination of changes to the asset’s setting means that it no longer
contributes to its significance.

White House Farmhouse – BH4 (Grade II, NHLE 1204482)
5.15 White House Farmhouse is a two-storey, three-bay 18th century weatherboarded farmhouse with

timber sash windows with glazing bars and a panelled front door with a fanlight above. The hipped
roof is tiled, with brick stacks to the rear elevation. There is a triple-pile back addition to the rear
of the main range.

5.16 The asset has historic interest as the last remaining example of what was a number of
farmhouses present on the Isle of Grain in the 18th century. Although a small outbuilding shown
on the 1898 Ordnance Survey map is extant, all the farms other buildings have been removed
and the surrounding land has been developed on all sides. Although much of the asset’s former
land remains in agricultural use to the south and west these considerable changes to the assets
setting mean it contributes only slightly to significance.

Church of All Saints – BH14 (Grade I, NHLE 1085758)
5.17 The Church of All Saints is the parish church of Allhallows and dates from the 12th to 15th

centuries with restoration in the late 19th century. Construction is of uncoursed rubble and stale
roof. The plan is of aisled nave with cupola, chancel and south porch. The asset has historic and
architectural interest as Allhallows’ parish church. The asset is located in a raised churchyard
surrounded by a brick wall. It retains a village setting but, with the exception of the former Rose
& Crown public house to the west with which the asset forms a group the majority of the historic
buildings that one stood around the church yard, including two farms, are no longer extant. The
predominantly modern buildings within the setting have weakened the sense of place and the
setting only contributes moderately to significance.

Rose and Crown Public House – BH15 (Grade II, NHLE 1086504)
5.18 The asset is an 18th century house, formerly the Rose and Crown public house and now a

dwelling house again. The two storey building is in painted brick with a hipped, tiled roof with two
dormers to the front elevation. Both the roof and timber framed windows are said (list description)
to have been replaced in the 20th century. The asset retains a village setting but one that has
been largely changed, with only the Church of All Saints remaining from the 19th century and
earlier. While the asset retains its important relationship with the church the setting only
contributes moderately to its significance.

Non-designated Assets
The Old Vicarage, High Street, Grain Village – BH6
5.19 The Old Vicarage is a 19th century detached house in yellow stock brick with red brick detailing

and a concrete tiled roof. The main range faces the High Street with a double-pile addition to the
rear. The asset has historic interest as the former parish rectory. While the asset has retained
that part of its grounds to the rear of the house the grounds towards the High Street the grounds
on the High Street side have been developed, severing the asset’s relationship with the church.
The wire fencing surrounding the school to the south has a negative influence on setting which
does not contribute to the asset’s significance.

Grain United Reformed Church – BH7
5.20 The asset is a single storey gable ended structure in yellow stock brick with red brick details and

a slate roof. The gabled porch at the south-west end bear a date stone reading 1895 while the
name of the chapel, BETHEL CONGREGATIONAL CHAPEL is inscribed above.  The door and
three windows in the south-west end have pointed arches and replacement fenestration. The
asset was a replacement for an earlier chapel on the same street dating to 1827 so it has a
considerable amount of historic interest. The asset also serves as Grain’s library and has
community value for its religious and secular roles. The asset’s setting is the village of Grain and
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although most of its contemporary buildings have been replaced by modern development the
setting continues to contribute to the asset’s significance.

Grain Village Hall – BH8
5.21 Grain village hall is a single storey structure constructed of pebble-dashed concrete panels,

Crittal style metal windows and a curved roof. The structure dates to the 1950s and has served
as the village’s hall since. The asset has some architectural interest for its unusual design. The
asset’s village setting contributes to its significance.

Former Coastguard Station (Medtha House and Coastguard Cottages) – BH9
5.22 The former coastguard station was built by the Admiralty in 1900 facing the River Medway. The

building comprised a row of 12 cottages for the coastguards and their families with a larger house
at the eastern end for the Chief Officer. A single storey watch room was attached to the house.
Construction is in buff brick with red brick detail to the ground floor.  The first floor walls are divided
into square panels with concrete detaining and the panels are pebble dashed. The roofs are slate
with brick stacks to the front and rear and former windows to the front elevation.

5.23 The asset has historic interest as a former coastguard station, architectural interest for its design
and potential archaeological interest in its orientation and internal plan form. Whereas once the
asset had an open setting with views out to the River Medway it is now surrounded by later
development on all sides including houses in the front gardens of the cottages themselves. The
watch room is obscured from view eroding the ability to understand the asset’s former role. The
setting has therefore ceased to contribute to the significance of the asset.

Rosecourt Farm – BH10
5.24 Rosecourt Farm dates to the 1870s and is first shown on the 1898 Second Edition Ordnance

Survey map. The map shows a pair of semi-detached cottages with two masonry outbuildings on
either side of a courtyard to the north-east. The cottages are in buff brick with a concrete tiled
roof while the more northerly of the two out buildings is in buff brick with a corrugated roof. The
more southerly of the two outbuildings is not as tall and was obscured from view by modern
buildings to the east but appears to be original to the development. The courtyard walls
connecting the two outbuildings also appear to be in place. The asset has historic interest as a
late 19th century farmstead with all of its original features intact. The asset’s setting is the
farmland and saltmarshes of the northern part of the Isle of Grain.  Modern farm buildings have
been added to the complex but do not prevent understanding of the asset. Although much of this
landscape has been subject to gravel extraction most of the land has returned to grassland
meaning the setting has not changed greatly and contributes to significance.

Perry’s Farm and Wilford’s Farm – BH11
5.25 The two farms are located within the Site. Both farms are shown on the 1870 Ordnance Survey

map as comprising a number of buildings around courtyards. The 1898 Ordnance Survey map
shows just two buildings at Perry’s Farm with an additional pair of semi-detached cottages and
three buildings at Wilford’s. At the time of the Site walkover only the rendered brick cottages
survive at Perry’s and one of the outbuildings in buff brick at Wilford’s.  Although most of the
buildings have gone the remains have some historic interest as the remains of two late 19th
century farms. The asset’s setting is the surrounding farmland and saltmarshes of the northern
part of the Isle of Grain. This has been changed by the presence of the petro-chemical plant less
than 1km to the south-west of the asset although the part of the plant closer to the asset to the
south has been removed. The land surrounding the asset has been subject to gravel extraction
but the majority of the land has returned to grassland and the setting continues to contribute to
significance.

Grain Range Line on Yantlet Creek – BH12
5.26 In 1920 the War Office drew up plans for buildings and structures for a firing point on the Isle of

Grain to the east of Yantlet Creek. The location was chosen for its remoteness coupled with the
fact that it was accessible by rail or water. The firing point’s main function was to measure the
velocity of heavy artillery shells from the gun emplacement. Thus was achieved by firing the shell
through two wire screens a fixed distance apart.  From the 1950s the facility was increasingly
used as a demolition range for controlled explosions and continues in that role today. While a
number of the facilities original buildings and structures such as the wharf and dock, gantry path
and velocity screen bases have been demolished other structures still stand including a workshop
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complex, powerhouse, mess building, guardhouse and cottages. The site is not open to the public
and was not covered in the Site walkover. The complex has historical significance as an example
of a rare type of facility and archaeological interest for its potential to yield information about inter-
war and Second World War firing points.  The asset’s setting is saltmarshes of the northern part
of the Isle of Grain which, although the petro-chemical plant is less than 1km to the south, remain
remote and inaccessible. The asset’s firing zone to the north-east remains unchanged.

Area of Ridge and Furrow – A70
5.27 The significance of features of ridge and furrow is derived from their archaeological and historical

interest, which has the ability to inform on, at most, local research aims relating to the rural and
agricultural development of the Isle of Grain.

Site of White Hall Farm – A47
5.28 The remains of the post-medieval farmstead of White Hall Farm are of archaeological and

historical significance due to the information they may hold on the post-medieval rural landscape
and the dispersed farms and the evolution of agricultural practices, following the research aims
of the South-East Research Framework (Barber 2013).

Site of 20th Century Outfarm South of White Hall Farm – A132
5.29 The remains of the 20th century outfarm south of White Hall are considered to be of no or, at

most, local archaeological and historical interest, based on their ability to inform local research
aims. These remains are likely to have been entirely removed by 20th century gravel extraction
activities, although it is possible that some features have survived within the former gravel pit’s
access road.

Site of Second World War Camp west of White Hall Farm – A91
5.30 The significance of the Second World War military barracks is derived from its historical and

archaeological interest in the potential for the remains to inform on the research aims of both the
Greater Thames Estuary (Heppell 2010, 74-75) and the South-East (Smith 2013, 29) Research
Frameworks. A small section of this site is likely to have survived within the former gravel pit’s
roads.

Potential Archaeological Remains and their Significance

Potential Ground Disturbance

5.31 The main converter station, substation, and access road, NGET tower, working compounds, and
lay down areas are situated in a ploughed field on the south-west slope of the Grain Gravel
deposit. This area does not appear to have been subjected to post-medieval or modern
developments and ground disturbance is likely limited to ploughing and natural erosion of the
gravel terrace by tidal action and flooding. It is likely that archaeological remains situated in these
sections of the proposed development will have survived below the topsoil.

5.32 With the exception of a 60m stretch immediately east of the converter station, a 50m section
north-west of West Bear, and the northernmost 30m which lies on the beach-head, the proposed
route of the cable is entirely located within areas of extensive historical mineral extraction. The
fields north of West Lane were extracted in the 1970s and 1980s, while those lying to the south
and east of Perry’s Farm were extracted in the 1990s and 2000s. Where the cable route turns
towards the north, it would lie within the footprint of the gravel haulage road. After crossing West
Lane, it continues north immediately east of the access road to the former White Hall Farm. It
remains unclear whether the area beneath the access road itself was subject to quarrying since
it remained in active use as an access road throughout the period of 20th century mineral
extraction. The 30m easement to the west of the proposed cable route overlies this access road.

5.33 Where the cable route and easement are located in areas where no mineral extraction has
occurred, there is potential for survival of archaeological remains. Where the route crosses areas
of mineral extraction, it is unlikely that archaeological features will have survived. Any gravel that
has not been extracted beneath the quarried zone retains the potential to contain Lower
Palaeolithic remains. However, since the quarried land has been partially reinstated, the pipeline
trench is unlikely to reach these deeply buried gravel deposits.
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Archaeological Potential

5.34 This section assesses the potential for further unrecorded buried archaeological remains to be
present within the Site. The assessment of archaeological potential is based on the data available
at the time of writing and takes into consideration the known archaeological assets within the Site
and study area, as well as historical and cartographic evidence presented in the baseline.

5.35 Palaeoenvironmental: Despite the presence of alluvium deposits, and in some locations peat
deposits, across much of the Isle of Grain, these are confined to the low-lying areas and are not
expected to extend to the gravel terrace on which the Site is located. The beach front at the
northernmost point of the DC cable route is actively eroding away, exposing deposits which have
not been actively formed since the Pleistocene and earlier, and which therefore is unlikely to
overly environmental remains  The potential palaeoenvironmental remains to be encountered
within the Site is therefore considered to be low.

5.36 The Grain Gravel deposits on which the proposed development is located are, however, of
archaeological interest. They are expected to have survived well in areas outside of the quarrying
zones.

5.37 Palaeolithic: Palaeolithic remains are rare nationally and often consist of residual finds
recovered from alluvial deposits, terrace gravels and sediment sequences created by ancient
rivers. The proposed development lies on the Grain Gravel deposits of the Thames River dating
to the MIS 6 of the Pleistocene. The potential for these deposits to contain Lower Palaeolithic
material has been confirmed by a recent targeted survey of disused former gravel extraction
workings, which uncovered a single flint artefact. While gravel extraction activities are likely to
have removed much of this deposit, the proposed development retains a moderate potential for
Palaeolithic material where Grain Gravel deposits remain present. Any such material is likely to
consist of isolated lithic artefacts in secondary deposition.

5.38 Mesolithic: The Mesolithic is poorly represented on the Hoo Peninsula and no remains dating to
this period have been uncovered within the Isle of Grain or the wider study area. Despite the
presence of alluvium and peat deposits that are known to date to the Holocene period, these are
located in the low-lying areas and have not thus far revealed any archaeological material dating
to the Mesolithic. The potential for Mesolithic remains within the proposed development Site is
therefore considered low.

5.39 Late Prehistoric: While only a single Neolithic artefact of insecure provenance and no Bronze
Age remains have been recorded within the study area, an extensive Iron Age settlement has
been uncovered within the gravel extraction area north of West Lane. Although the exact location
and extent of these features is not currently known, it is possible that these remains will have
extended across the proposed cable route. The presence of a nearby settlement, however, does
suggest that there is a potential for related remains in its vicinity. Furthermore, further evidence
of Iron Age activities suggests the possible presence of a kiln in the marshes south of the Site.
The potential for late prehistoric remains to be situated within areas where no gravel extraction
has taken place within the Site is therefore considered to be high, particularly for settlement and
agricultural remains dating to the Iron Age.

5.40 Roman: The Roman period is attested within the study area by the recovery of one or two isolated
cordoned flasks and burnt material at Wallend Farm south of the Site, a possible Roman kiln
south of Wallend Farm, and an extensive late Roman cemetery in the gravel quarry north of West
Lane that may have extended across the proposed cable route. Together, these finds suggest a
substantial Roman presence on the Isle of Grain. The potential for Roman period archaeological
remains to be present within the proposed development Site is therefore considered to be high
where no gravel extraction has taken place.  Such remains may comprise further funerary
remains, a settlement area near the cemetery, and remains of pottery and salt production within
and on the boundary of the salt marshes.

5.41 Early Medieval: Despite the Isle of Grain’s name being derived from Anglo Saxon origins, there
is little evidence to suggest substantial early medieval occupation of the island. Only four isolated
artefacts dating to this period have been identified within the study area. As such, the potential
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for early medieval remains to be situated within the proposed development Site is considered
low.

5.42 Medieval: The medieval period is poorly attested within the study area. The parish church the
village of Grain is known to have been erected in the 12th century, suggesting that a settlement
did exist during this time period. However, the only feature of medieval date recorded within the
study area consists of 13th century midden and a scatter of medieval pottery uncovered near
Wallend Farm south of the Site. Given that historical accounts recount continual flooding and
salinization of the surrounding marshland, it is likely that the area was seen as unsuitable for long
term occupation beyond the higher ground of the gravel terrace. Ridge and furrow agricultural
features have been recorded in the south-west corner of the proposed development, suggesting
that least some cultivation was taking place on the gravel landform during the medieval period.
Given the presence of ridge and furrow features within the proposed development, but the
distance of the Site from the parish church that likely formed the core of the medieval settlement
of Grain, the potential for archaeological remains of the medieval period to be located within the
proposed development Site is considered to be moderate. Any such remains are likely to be of
an agricultural nature and consist of ridge and furrow features, field boundaries, or drainage
ditches, present only in areas where no mineral extraction has taken place.

5.43 Post-Medieval: The post-medieval saw a number of significant developments across the Isle of
Grain. Following centuries of flooding, efforts to construct and strengthen the flood defences
resulted in the silting up of the Yantlet, connecting the Isle of Grain to the mainland of the Hoo
Peninsula. Several new farms were erected across the landscape and the dispersed settlement
of Grain began to agglomerate and grow during this period. In addition, the strategic position of
the Isle of Grain, overlooking both the Thames and Medway estuaries led to the militarisation of
the landscape starting in the 19th century. The proposed development is located within the fields
of the post-medieval farmsteads of Perry’s Farm, Wilford’s Farm, and White Hall Farm. Given the
agricultural, military, and industrial character of the Isle of Grain and the rapid pace of changes
affecting this landscape in the late post-medieval period, there is a high potential for
archaeological remains dating to this period to be located within the Site. Such remains are likely
to be of an agricultural nature and consist of field systems and drainage ditches, but may also
include previously unknown military or industrial remains associated with the Grain defences or
industrial background.

5.44 Modern: The landscape of the Isle of Grain underwent extensive developments in the modern
era, largely relating to military defences erected during the First and Second World War in the
first half of the 20th century, followed by the development of the oil and gas and energy production
industries in second half of the century. The Site itself was subject to large scale gravel extraction
activities throughout the whole of the 20th century, beginning east of White Hall Farm in the 1900s,
expanding to encompass most of the land around both White Hall and Rose Court farms by the
1980s, before reaching the area north-east and east of Perry’s Farm in the 1990s and 2000s.
The fields west, south, and north of Perry’s farm continued to be under cultivation throughout the
20th century. The proposed cable route and easement north of West Lane is in close proximity to,
and may overly, the remains of White Hall Farm, an outfarm south of White Hall Farm, and the
eastern edge of Second World War military barracks immediately west of White Hall Farm. In
addition, the cable route traverses the listed dragon’s teeth Second World War coastal defences,
an area that may contain further such defensive works. Given the scale of mineral extraction
within the Site and cartographic data showing several modern buildings and military structures
within the proposed cable route easement, the potential for archaeological remains dating to the
modern period within the Site is considered high. These remains are likely to consist of the
remains agricultural features such as field boundaries and ditches, and military remains relating
to the barracks west of White Hall Farm and coastal defences.

5.45 This desk-based assessment has identified the known archaeological resource within the study
area and has predicted the archaeological potential of the Site. There is, however, still a risk that
unexpected archaeological remains of all periods may be discovered within the Site.
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Historical Landscape

Historical Landscape Character

5.53 The Site is characterised by a combination of agricultural field systems as well as disused and
reinstated gravel extraction quarries dating to the 19th and 20th centuries. To the west of the
proposed development Site are the low-lying saltmarshes reclaimed and enclosed throughout
the post-medieval period. To the east, the historic landscape is defined by the 18th and 19th

century village of grain, coastal defences and other military remains.

5.54 This patchwork landscape is the result of the recent history of the Isle of Grain, resulting in its
transformation from a rural and sparsely populated dispersed village surrounded by saltmarshes
to one dominated by military and industrial activities. These changes have mostly occurred in the
last hundred years and have drastically altered the character of the Isle of Grain when compared
to what it was pre-18th century.

5.55 Although medium regular field with straight boundaries are considered common across the
country, the Isle of Grain has only a limited amount of such fields. This is largely due to the
scarcity of suitable land on the Isle for such field systems to exist (Smith 2014). In practical terms,
the higher and well-drained ground of the gravel terrace overlying the north-east quadrant of the
Isle affords the only possible location for such fields.

5.56 The lack of farmable land may have played a significant role in keeping population densities on
the Isle of Grain relatively low throughout the prehistoric and historic periods. The pre-18th century
rural landscape of the Isle of Grain, defined by a number of dispersed farmsteads on the gravel
terrace and salt production in the low-lying marshes supporting a small parish village, was
therefore likely, at least in part, a consequence of the restricted amount of suitable farmland on
the Isle.

5.57 The 19th century agricultural landscape is still somewhat legible within the areas of disused gravel
quarries, but is at risk of disappearing entirely by urban encroachment from the village of Grain
and industrial encroachment from the industrial area to the south.

HLC Sensitivity to Change

5.58 The importance and significance of historic landscape character is assessed in terms of
sensitivity to change. Those with a high sensitivity to change should be accommodated and
preserved where possible within new developments, or should be subject to well managed
changes. Historic landscapes with a lower sensitivity to change can be potentially enhanced by
new developments and can absorb most types and scales of essential, well-managed change.

5.59 There are no historic landscapes within the Site with a very high or high sensitivity to change.
Historic landscapes fall within the moderate or negligible categories, as described below.

5.60 The disused gravel extraction workings are common throughout the country and considered of
no historical or aesthetic interest. This type of landscape, located north of West Lane and in
sections south-east and east of Perry’s Farm, is considered to be of negligible sensitivity to
change.

5.61 Despite the abundance of 19th century field systems in England as a whole, the fieldscape
surrounding the village of Grain is currently at risk of disappearing entirely. This landscape has
lost much of its 19th century and earlier relationship to the rural village of Grain and the
saltmarshes to the south due to 20th century urban and industrial developments. Nevertheless,
this landscape is rapidly disappearing and as such our ability to understand the historical
landscape of the Isle of Grain is at risk. The common occurrence of this type of landscape
nationally has been weighed against its local significance, and on measure it has been assessed
as being of low sensitivity to change.
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Appendix A Archaeological Gazetteer

Table 2 Archaeological Gazetteer Assets

Asset ID Reference NGR Name Description Period

A1 MWX20881 TQ 88030 76160 Palaeolithic flint artefact,
Clubb's Pit, Isle of Grain

One Palaeolithic flint artefact was found during fieldwork associated with the Medway
Valley Palaeolithic Project in 2005.

Palaeolithic

A2 MWX20766 TQ 8548 7745 Pleistocene palaeo-
environmental remains
from Allhallows

Pleistocene palaeoenvironmental remains from deposits below Allhallows Marsh,
especially ostracods, molluscs, and foraminifera.

Lower
Palaeolithic

A3 MKE3651 TQ 90 75 Neolithic axe find Neolithic axe find. Neolithic

A4 MKE71909 TQ 87000 75000 Iron Age gold coin Portable Antiquities Scheme find - Iron Age gold coin. Iron Age

A5 MKE71910 TQ 87000 75000 Iron Age gold coin Portable Antiquities Scheme find - Iron Age gold coin. Iron Age

A6 MKE3185 TQ 884 772 Iron Age settlement,
Gravel pit near Rose Court
Farm, Isle of Grain

An Iron Age settlement with enclosure, discovered during rescue excavations at the Isle
of Grain Gravel pit near Rose Court Farm. The excavations revealed circular ditched
enclosures containing possible hut structures. The ditches contained pottery dating from
the first centuries BC and AD. A Romano-British Inhumation cemetery was found
overlying the southern part of this complex.

Iron Age

A7 MWX17261 TQ 878 755 Burnt Roman and iron age
material, Wallend
Petroleum Tank Farm, Isle
of Grain

Burnt Iron Age to Roman material was previously found at Wallend Petroleum Tank
Farm.

Iron Age to
Roman

A8 MKE3173 TQ 8748 7602 1st/2nd century Upchurch
flask, near Wallend Farm,
Isle of Grain

A 1st or early 2nd century cordoned flask vessel of Upchurch ware. Roman

A9 MWX17253 TQ 87 75 Roman Flask, Found on
the Isle of Grain

A 1st to 2nd century Cordoned Flask was unearthed by workmen during construction
works on the Isle of Grain in 1951.

Roman

A10 MKE3216 TQ 8745 7495 Kiln bricks, Medieval and
Roman pottery, Isle of
Grain

The remains of a suspected pottery kiln were discovered during excavations by workmen
in 1939. The finds included thin kiln bricks and a mixture of Roman and medieval sherds,
as well as the handle of a large jug.

Roman
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Asset ID Reference NGR Name Description Period

A11 MWX19315 TQ 883 772 Late Roman cemetery,
Gravel Pit near Rose
Court Farm, Isle of Grain

Superimposed across an area of Iron Age occupation examined in advance of gravel
working (see TQ 87 NE 14) lay part of a late Roman cemetery with at least forty seven
inhumations. Grave goods suggest a tentative date-range of 250-300.

Roman

A12 MKE71351 TQ 87954 76408 Early Medieval copper
alloy strap fitting

Portable Antiquities Scheme find - Early Medieval copper alloy strap fitting. Early medieval

A13 MKE71855 TQ 86800 76100 Early Medieval copper
alloy buckle

Portable Antiquities Scheme find - Early Medieval copper alloy buckle. Early medieval

A14 MKE76591 TQ 8700 7600 Anglo-Saxon silver early
penny ('sceat'), Isle of
Grain

Anglo-Saxon silver early penny ('sceat'), Isle of Grain. Early medieval

A15 MKE76592 TQ 8700 7600 Anglo-Saxon silver early
penny ('sceat'), Isle of
Grain

Anglo-Saxon silver early penny ('sceat'), Isle of Grain. Early medieval

A16 MKE3175 TQ 8790 7548 Site of a 13th cent midden,
near Wallend, Isle of Grain

A 13th century midden found near Wallend in 1950, measuring c.2m by 2m, contained
hundreds of shells of oysters, whelk and cockle, together with bones of ox and sheep and
sherds of pottery dated to the 13th century.

Medieval

A17 MKE3172 TQ 8673 7650 Site of salt-pans,
windpump and buildings,
near Newlands, Isle of
Grain

A group of about 10 salt-pans, with a wind-pump and three buildings is shown on
Hasted's map of 1782.

Post-medieval

A18 MKE3217 TQ 877 742 Site of salt pans, Isle of
Grain

Site of salt pans, marked as 'Old Salt Works' on the Ordnance Survey historic maps
(c.1858-1940).

Post-medieval

A19 MWX17942 TQ 86439 78191 Possible salt works, North
Levels, Isle of Grain

The remains of a possible salt making site may be suggested by grid pattern in
cropmarks and drainage on North Levels.

Post-medieval

A20 MWX19124 TQ 87793 73960 Site of Saltpan House,
Saltpan Reach, Isle of
Grain

Saltpan House is marked on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map (c.1858-1873). On the
later edition maps this building appears to have become the Port Victoria Hotel.

Post-medieval

A21 MKE78421 TQ 8745 7698 Old Sea Wall, Isle of Grain Old Sea Wall, Isle of Grain (Old Counter Wall?). Post-medieval to
modern

A22 MWX0005 TQ 87608 73979 Squared timber feature,
Saltpan Reach, Isle of
Grain

Four squared timber piles forming a regularly shaped feature. Unknown function. Post-medieval
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Asset ID Reference NGR Name Description Period

A23 MWX0376 TQ 85755 77727 Wooden stakes on
foreshore by Yantlet
Creek, Allhallows

Wooden stakes on foreshore by Yantlet Creek, probably all modern. Post-medieval

A24 MWX0377 TQ 85815 77665 Landing stage on
foreshore by Yantlet
Creek, Allhallows

Three eroded wooden piles visible on the foreshore with stones between the piles by
Yantlet Creek. Possible remains of a landing stage.

Post-medieval

A25 MWX0378 TQ 86045 77562 Seawall reinforcement on
foreshore by Yantlet
Creek, Allhallows

Seawall reinforcement comprising a triple row of wooden stakes on foreshore at the base
of the sea wall by Yantlet Creek.

Post-medieval

A26 MWX0386 TQ 85573 75214 Wooden stakes on
foreshore north of
Colemouth Creek, Stoke

Row of eight wooden stakes crossing a branch of Colemouth Creek. Post-medieval

A27 MWX0387 TQ 85520 75147 Wooden stakes on
foreshore north of
Colemouth Creek, Stoke

A row of four small wooden squared stakes on the foreshore north of Colemouth Creek. Post-medieval

A28 MWX18897 TQ 89146 76216 Independent Wharf, Isle of
Grain

Independent Wharf marked on the 1st edition Ordnance survey map (c.1858-1873). No
further information.

Post-medieval

A29 MWX0006 TQ 87849 73942 Remains of wharf, Saltpan
Reach, Isle of Grain

Substantial remains of former wharf, Saltpan Reach. Post-medieval

A30 MWX18898 TQ 88749 74330 Site of Cockleshell Hard
Coastguard Station, Isle of
Grain

Cockleshell Hard Coastguard Station is marked on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map
(1858-1873) but is not visible on any of the later editions. No further information.

Post-medieval

A31 MWX18597 TQ 8903 7539 Site of White Beacon,
Smithfield Marshes, Isle of
Grain

White Beacon, marked on a chart of 1836 and also on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd edition
Ordnance Survey maps (c.1858-1922). No longer visible above ground at the site.

Post-medieval to
modern

A32 MWX18650 TQ 8669 7407 Site of a Beacon, Isle of
Grain

Beacon marked on a map of the River Medway from 1910. Also marked on the 2nd and
3rd edition Ordnance Survey maps (c.1891-1922). The site has now been developed.

Post-medieval to
modern

A33 MWX18660 TQ 8877 7433 Pilot Beacon near
Cockleshell Hard, Isle of
Grain

Beacon, marking the eastern edge of merchant vessel anchorage shown on a chart from
1910. Also marked on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd edition Ordnance Survey maps (1858-1922).

Post-medieval to
modern
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Asset ID Reference NGR Name Description Period

A34 MKE3177 TQ 87 75 Site of 16th cent Beacon,
Isle of Grain

William Lambarde's 'Carde' of c.1570 shows a beacon at 'Grene'. This 'carde' indicates
there was a total of 52 beacons in Kent. The Beacon System dropped out of use after
1640 and no further record of this monument is known.

Post-medieval

A35 MKE83387 TQ 8548 7555 Farmstead east south east
of Gold Nugget Wharf

A dispersed plan farmstead, demolished. Post-medieval

A36 MKE83388 TQ 8643 7542 Redhouse Farm, Isle of
Grain

A loose courtyard plan farmstead with buildings to two sides of the yard, demolished. Post-medieval

A37 MKE83389 TQ 8652 7427 Wick Outfarm with a loose courtyard plan with a building to one side of the yard, demolished. Post-medieval

A38 MWX18298 TQ 88217 74450 Site of a Wick
(pen)/Sheepwash, near
Horseshoe Point, Isle
Grain

Wick marked on the Ordnance Survey mapping (1858-1940) firstly as 'Wick' and
subsequently as a Sheepwash. Also identified from aerial photographs.

Post-medieval to
modern

A39 MKE83390 TQ 8711 7412 Red Wick A regular L-plan farmstead, demolished. Post-medieval

A40 MKE83391 TQ 8751 7569 Farmstead in Wallend A regular U-plan courtyard farmstead, demolished. Post-medieval

A41 MKE83392 TQ 8740 7557 Farmstead in Wallend A regular multiyard farmstead, demolished. Post-medieval

A42 MKE83393 TQ 8751 7576 Outfarm in Wallend A field barn with no associated yard, demolished. Post-medieval

A43 MKE83394 TQ 8761 7578 Home Farm, Wallend, Isle
of Grain

A loose courtyard plan farmstead with buildings to two sides of the yard, demolished. Post-medieval

A44 MKE83395 TQ 8694 7792 Rosecourt Barn An outfarm with a regular U-plan, demolished. Post-medieval

A45 MKE83397 TQ 8805 7696 Rose Court Farm
(Rosecourt Farm), Isle of
Grain

A loose courtyard plan farmstead with buildings to two sides of the yard. The best
example on the Isle of Grain of a historic farmstead still in agricultural use and the only
one retaining the majority of its historic structures.

Post-medieval

A46 MKE83396 TQ 8743 7805 Sheepfold on Lees
Marshes

A field barn with no associated yard, demolished. Post-medieval

A47 MKE83398 TQ 8848 7719 White Hall Farm, Isle of
Grain

A full regular courtyard plan farmstead, demolished. Post-medieval

A48 MKE83399 TQ 8786 7653 Perry's Farm, Isle of Grain A loose courtyard plan farmstead with buildings to two sides of the yard. Still some extant
features.

Post-medieval

A49 MKE83401 TQ 8824 7630 West Bear A loose courtyard plan farmstead with buildings to three sides of the yard. Extant features
present.

Post-medieval
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Asset ID Reference NGR Name Description Period

A50 MKE83402 TQ 8822 7445 Sheepfold north east of
Port Victoria

Outfarm with a loose courtyard plan with a building to one side of the yard, demolished. Post-medieval

A51 MKE83403 TQ 8884 7617 Whitehouse Farm, Isle of
Grain

A regular courtyard farmstead with buildings to three sides of the yard incorporating a L-
plan element. Farmhouse remains extant, the rest is demolished.

Post-medieval

A52 MKE83404 TQ 8881 7654 St James's Farm, Isle of
Grain

A linear plan farmstead, demolished. Post-medieval

A53 MKE83405 TQ 8881 7670 Parsonage Barn A field barn with no associated yard, demolished. Post-medieval

A54 MKE83406 TQ 8891 7666 Outfarm south east of
Parsonage Barn

Outfarm consisting of a row plan element, demolished. Post-medieval

A55 MKE83439 TQ 8750 7436 Outfarm on Stan Marsh A field barn with no associated yard, demolished. Post-medieval

A56 MKE83440 TQ 8833 7648 Outfarm adjacent to Lee's
Cottages

Outfarm or field barn group consisting of two detached buildings, demolished. Post-medieval

A57 MKE88529 TQ 8580 7747 Sheepfold on Allhallows
Marshes

Outfarm with a loose courtyard plan with a building to one side of the yard, demolished. Post-medieval

A58 MKE98846 TQ 8879 7633 Baytree Farm, Isle of
Grain

A linear plan farmstead, completely demolished. Post-medieval

A59 MKE98870 TQ 8886 7675 Old School House, Grain,
Isle of Grain

Mid-to-late 19th century structure built next to the National School (c. 1860), on a site now
housing a 'post-war replacement' school

Post-medieval

A60 MKE98871 TQ 8883 7674 Site of former National
School, Grain, Isle of
Grain

Site of a National School, built in 1864, enlarged in 1890 and now demolished. Replaced
'post war' with a new school.

Post-medieval

A61 MKE98872 TQ 8867 7639 Site of a former Bethel
Chapel and Sunday
School, Grain, Isle of
Grain

Site of a congregational chapel opened in 1826, which was converted to use as a
Sunday School in 1895, when a new congrational chapel was built nearby

Post-medieval

A62 MWX17550 TQ 872 739 Blackstakes Name on chart of 1688 AD. Post-medieval

A63 MKE44047 TQ 7893 7466 HOO JUNCTION AND
PORT VICTORIA
RAILWAY

Single track railway from Hoo Junction on the North Kent Line to Port Victoria on the Isle
of Grain.

Post-medieval

A64 MWX18654 TQ 8795 7393 Port Victoria Railway
Landing Pier, Isle of Grain

Built in 1882 as the terminal point for the Hundred of Hoo Railway, Port Victoria Railway
Landing Pier was extensively damaged by an explosion on board a naval minelayer in
May 1915. It was partially replaced by the Port Victoria Seaplane Slipway.

Post-medieval to
modern
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Asset ID Reference NGR Name Description Period

A65 MKE8342 TQ 8635 7527 Site of Grain railway halt,
Isle of Grain

A railway station/halt on the Hoo Hundred Railway line, built 1892, on the Isle of Grain
marked.

Post-medieval to
modern

A66 MKE8365 TQ 863 752 Site of Grain crossing, Isle
of Grain

Grain level crossing, Isle of Grain, visible on 1891 OS map. Post-medieval to
modern

A67 MWX18896 TQ 8581 7549 Grain Bridge, Grain Road,
Isle of Grain

Grain Bridge, was first marked on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map (1858-1873). It is
visible on all the subsequent OS maps.

Post-medieval to
modern

A68 MWX19114 TQ 89277 76160 Outfall Sewer/sluice at
Grain, Isle of Grain

Outfall sewer, visible on the 2nd edition Ordnance Survey map (1891-1898) and marked
on all subsequent editions.

Post-medieval to
modern

A69 MWX18147 TQ 86681 76650 Enclosure near Old Salt
Works, near Yantlet
Creek, Isle of Grain

A rectangular enclosure is marked on the Ordnance Survey historic maps (c.1858-1940)
near the site of an 'Old Salt Works'. It was also identified from aerial photographs taken
shortly after the end of the second World War.

Post-medieval

A70 NMP TQ 87576 76420 Ridge and Furrow Area of ridge and furrow as identified from aerial photographs. medieval

A71 MWX18162 TQ 88668 74263 Burial ground, near
Cockleshell Hard, Isle of
Grain

A burial ground marked on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map (1858-1873). Also
marked on the subsequent Ordnance Survey maps as 'Old Burial Ground'.

Post-medieval to
modern

A72 MWX19126 TQ 86171 74536 Site of a Circular
embanked feature, near
Isle of Grain Oil
Distribution Terminal

Circular embanked feature visible on the 2nd and 3rd edition Ordnance Survey maps on
the South Level, now the site of an Oil Distribution Terminal. Date and Function
unknown.

Post-medieval to
modern

A73 MKE3187 TQ 8790 7795 Flint foundations and red
brick scatter, Lees
Marshes, Isle of Grain

Flint foundations and scatter of red brick identified in fields by a local farmer. May
possibly be the site of Rosecourt Manor, believed to have existed near this location in the
16th and 17th centuries.

Post-medieval

A74 MWX17975 TQ 87828 74844 Site of Eldertree Pounds,
Isle of Grain

Remains of Eldertree Pounds marked on the Ordnance survey historic maps (c.1858-
1940).

Post-medieval

A75 MWX19821 TQ 85960 76701 Isolated rudder Isolated rudder, probably from one of the vessels close by. The rudder is wooden and
just over 2m tall and just under 2m wide with metal fastenings and comprises planks
joined together.

Post-medieval to
modern

A76 MKE71755 TQ 88400 76800 Post Medieval silver coin Portable Antiquities Scheme find - Post Medieval silver coin. Post-medieval

A77 MWX18148 TQ 86789 77198 Wharf/landing stage,
Yantlet Creek, Isle of
Grain

A possible Wharf/landing stage, on Yantlet Creek. Nothing is marked on the Ordnance
Survey maps; during a survey in 2002 a dilapidated wharf frontage, comprising three
large vertical timbers and evidence of iron bolts was identified.

Modern
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A78 MWX18655 TQ 8855 7418 Site of a Beacon at
Horseshoe Point, Isle of
Grain

One of a set of three beacons forming two consecutive measured half miles shown on a
chart from 1910.

Modern

A79 MWX19108 TQ 85762 78219 Hard, North Levels, Isle of
Grain

A hard identified on the 3rd edition Ordnance Survey map and during a 2002 survey. The
structure comprises paired, vertical squared timbers joined with large iron bolts.

Modern

A80 MWX19110 TQ 85696 77925 Site of a Groyne, Yantlet
Creek, Isle of Grain

Groyne at Yantlet Creek marked on the 3rd edition Ordnance Survey map (c.1905-1922). Modern

A81 MWX19111 TQ 85911 77587 Wharf, Yantlet Creek,
Allhallows Marshes

A Wharf at Yantlet Creek is marked on the Ordnance Survey 3rd edition map (1905-
1922). The remains of a timber structure, consisting of wooden planks and iron screws,
were identified.

Modern

A82 MWX19113 TQ 89232 76080 Site of a Groyne, near
Grain, Isle of Grain

A groyne marked on the 3rd edition Ordnance Survey map (c.1905-1922). No further
information.

Modern

A83 MWX19115 TQ 89279 76057 Wharf, near Grain, Isle of
Grain

Wharf marked on the 3rd and 4th edition Ordnance survey maps (1905-1940) near Grain.
No further information.

Modern

A84 MWX19118 TQ 89286 75746 Site of a Beacon,
Smithfield Marshes, Isle of
Grain

A beacon is marked on the 3rd edition at Smithfield Marshes. It is in close proximity to a
number of other beacons. There is no further trace of the monument on the 4th edition
map (c.1931-1940).

Modern

A85 MWX19808 TQ 85971 74621 Former wharf Former wharf Modern

A86 MKE92760 TQ 8685 7746 Grain Island Firing Point,
Yantlet Creek, Isle of
Grain

The principal function of the firing point was to measure the velocity of shells fired from
the gun emplacement.

Modern

A87 MKE16291 TQ 8690 7720 Site of Yantlet firing range,
Isle of Grain

Site of Yantlet range firing point and associated structures. A firing range for testing
heavy artillery. In use between 1917 and 1950, uncertain if still in use today.

Modern

A88 MKE16289 TQ 8678 7740 Wharf at Yantlet firing
range, Isle of Grain

The wharf at Yantlet firing range was constructed in 1917. Modern

A89 MWX19804 TQ 86744 77335 Slipway, Grain Island
Firing Point

Slipway. Modern

A90 MKE16290 TQ 8690 7720 Embankment of disused
military railway, Yantlet
Creek, Isle

An embankment on the Right bank of Yantlet Creek was part of the former military
railway serving Yantlet Range.

Modern
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A91 MKE16297 TQ 8845 7725 Site of barracks for an
anti-aircraft battery, near
White Hall Farm

Remains of Barracks for an Anti-aircraft defensive battery near White Hall Farm. The
concrete bases for these huts are no longer present.

Modern

A92 MWX17958 TQ 87183 74190 World War II oil tank farm,
Power Station, Isle of
Grain

World War II oil tank farm identified from aerial photographs taken shortly after the end of
the conflict.

Modern

A93 MWX18166 TQ 86196 74662 World War II oil tank farm,
Isle of Grain

World War II oil tank farm, identified from aerial photographs taken shortly after the end
of the Second World War. Presumably now part of the oil distribution terminal.

Modern

A94 MWX18652 TQ 8711 7400 Site of Oil Tanks, Hooks
Fleet, Isle of Grain

Oil Tanks near Hooks Fleet shown on a chart from 1910. The area has since been
developed, now forming part of the Medway Power Station and container terminal.

Modern

A95 MWX18159 TQ 87533 73972 Pillbox, near Grain Power
Station, Isle of Grain

A World War Pillbox on the coast, identified from aerial photographs taken after the end
of World War II. Located near Grain Power Station, present condition unknown.

Modern

A96 MKE20480 TQ 8861 7441 Site of Grain Air Station,
Port Victoria, Isle of Grain

The Royal Naval Air Service established two bases on the Isle of Grain, one at
Cockleshell Hard and one at Port Victoria (at neighbouring points on the coast). Known
as Grain Air Station, they were used between 1912 and 1924. Few extant remains
survive.

Modern

A97 MKE42226 TQ 8885 7699 White Hall Farm battery,
Isle of Grain

World War I coastal artillery battery, no structures above ground level. Only concrete
aprons visible.

Modern

A98 MKE16293 TQ 8757 7820 Military observation tower,
near Cockleshell Beach,
Lees Marshes, Isle of
Grain

A 20th century Military observation tower near Cockleshell Beach. Modern

A99 MWX17943 TQ 86844 77446 Site of probable World
War II Radio masts, Grain
Marsh, Isle of Grain

Four large radio masts were identified from aerial photographs taken shortly after World
War II.

Modern

A100 MWX18161 TQ 87545 75282 Military Installation, Isle of
Grain

A Military Installation identified from aerial photographs taken after the end of World War
II. Located near Grain Power Station, present condition unknown.

Modern

A101 MKE89755 TQ 8800 7600 Crash site of Dornier
Do17Z-3

Crash site of Dornier Do17Z-3 Modern

A102 MKE89756 TQ 8900 7600 Crash site of
Messerschmitt Bf109E-4

Crash site of Messerschmitt Bf109E-4 Modern
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A103 MKE89757 TQ 8700 7600 Crash site of Heinkel He
111H-2

Crash site of Heinkel He 111H-2 Modern

A104 MWX19112 TQ 88828 77116 Site of a gravel pit
tramway, Isle of Grain

A gravel Pit tramway is marked on the 3rd edition Ordnance Survey map. Not visible on
any of the later edition maps and no further trace is known.

Modern

A105 MKE20488 TQ 8896 7683 Mound and hollow
features, Isle of Grain

A small oval mound and a large oval hollow perhaps connected with the small scale
extraction of sand or gravel. These features may be associated with the Grain
Fortifications to the south.

Modern

A106 MWX19116 TQ 89288 75870 Site of an Outfall Sewer,
Smithfield Marshes, Isle of
Grain

Outfall marked on the 3rd and 4th edition Ordnance Survey maps (c.1905-1940) at
Smithfield Marshes. Not thought to remain today.

Modern

A107 MWX18855 TQ 86367 77294 Old counter sea defence
wall, Yantlet Creek,
Allhallows

The modern sea defence wall of Yantlet Creek is thought to have been built on the site of
the old counter sea defence, possibly incorporating elements of this old wall.

Unknown

A108 MWX17939 TQ 86033 77895 Borrow pits to seaward of
the sea wall, North Level,
Isle of Grain

Borrow pits to seaward of the sea wall identified from aerial photographs. Unknown

A109 MWX17941 TQ 85546 77483 Site of possible Salt
Works, Allhallows Marshes

Grid pattern in cropmarks and drainage, possibly the remains of a salt making site. Unknown

A110 MWX18837 TQ 88779 74796 Possible site of former
buildings, near Grain
Power Station, Isle of
Grain

Regular features in a field, identified from aerial photographs. Possibly indicative of
former buildings.

Unknown

A111 MWX19802 TQ 86067 78410 Small alignment stakes Small alignment of stakes. Unknown

A112 MWX19803 TQ 85960 78305 Double alignment of
wooden stakes

Double alignment of wooden stakes. Unknown

A113 MWX18481 TQ 87665 75384 Unidentified feature, near
Wallend, Isle of Grain

Unidentified feature noted from aerial photographs. No further information. Unknown

A114 MWX18149 TQ 86413 76923 Site of a possible
enclosure, near Hooks
Fleet, Allhallows

The drainage pattern in a field indicates this was once the site of an enclosure. The
boundary is similar on the Ordnance Survey historic maps (c.1858-1940), and a
sheepfold is marked within the enclosure on the 3rd edition map (c.1905-1922).

Unknown

A115 MWX18151 TQ 88436 76576 Site of two circular
enclosures, Grain

Two circular enclosures were identified near Grain from aerial photographs taken after
the end of the Second World War.

Unknown
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A116 MWX18165 TQ 86929 74498 Site of a Circular
enclosure, Isle of Grain

A circular enclosure, identified from aerial photographs taken shortly after the end of the
Second World War. The site has since been developed and is now part of the Medway
Power Station.

Unknown

A117 MWX18836 TQ 88475 74641 Mound, near Grain Power
Station, Isle of Grain

A mound of uncertain date or function, identified from aerial photographs. No further
information.

Unknown

A118 MWX18150 TQ 87251 77044 Possible barrow, near
Yantlet Farm, Isle of Grain

A circular mound feature, identified as a barrow. Marked on the Ordnance Survey maps
from the 1st edition to the present (c.1858-2007). Also visible from aerial photographs.

Unknown

A119 MWX18167 TQ 85900 74656 Rectangular pond cut into
saltmarsh, Near
Colemouth

A rectangular pond cut into saltmarsh was identified from aerial photographs near the
foreshore on what is now the site of the Oil Distribution Terminal.

Unknown

A120 MWX18720 TQ 87603 77998 Ring ditches, Lees
Marshes, Isle of Grain

Ring ditch features identified from aerial photographs. Interpreted as a possible
settlement site of unknown date.

Unknown

A121 MKE77257 TQ 8879 7666 Cropmark of a ring ditch,
to the north of Grain

A ring ditch visible as a cropmark in aerial photos of 1990 to the north of Grain. Possible
second ring ditch to the south west of this.

Unknown

A122 MKE77258 TQ 8872 7663 Cropmark of a possible
ring ditch, to the north of
Grain

A possible ring ditch visible as a cropmark in aerial photos 1990 to the north of Grain. Unknown

A123 MKE77259 TQ 8889 7668 Cropmarks of a field
system, to the north of
Grain

A field system visible as cropmarks in aerial photos of 1990 to the north of Grain. It is
132m across from east to west and 118m across from north to south and consists of
several ditches.

Unknown

A124 MKE77261 TQ 8806 7669 Cropmark of a ring ditch,
to the north west of Grain

A ring ditch visible as cropmarks in aerial photos of 1990 to the north west of Grain. It is
22m across and consists of a singular circular ditch with no interruption.

Unknown

A125 MKE77262 TQ 8820 7663 Cropmarks of ring ditch, to
the west of Grain

A ring ditch visible of as a cropmark in aerial photos from 1990 to the west of Grain. It is
17m wide and consists of a singular circular ditch. In 1990 a pipe line was built partial
truncating the north east.

Unknown

A126 MKE77263 TQ 8807 7663 Cropmarks of a field
system, to the north west
of Grain

A field system visible as cropmarks in aerial photos from 1990 to the north west of Grain.
It is 288m east to west and 182m north to south. It consists of several ditches.

Unknown

A127 MKE77362 TQ 8777 7594 Cropmark of a ring ditch to
the west of Grain

A ring ditch visible as a cropmark in aerial photos of 1990 to the east of Grain. It is 22m
by 20m and consists of a singular ring with no interruption.

Unknown

A128 MKE91138 TQ 8767 7591 Cropmark of a ring ditch to
the west of Grain Road

A ring ditch is visible as cropmark in a Google Earth image of 2013. It is 19m by 19m
across and consists of a single circular ditch with one interruption by the road.

Unknown
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A129 MKE91139 TQ 8753 7599 Cropmark of a ring ditch,
to the west of Grain Road

A ring ditch is visible as a cropmark in a Google Earth image of 2013. It is 11m by 12m
across and consists of a single circular ditch.

Unknown

A130 MKE91140 TQ 8843 7592 Cropmark of a ring ditch,
to the south west of
Whitehouse

A ring ditch is visible as a cropmark in a Google Earth image of 2013. It is 14m by 15m
and consists of a single circular ditch.

Unknown

A131 MKE97632 TQ 8880 7682 Stone head found in
Clubb's Pit, opposite Grain
Church

A stone head of slightly less than life size was found at Clubb's Pit, Grain, possibly c.
1983. It is now in the Guildhall Museum, Rochester

Unknown

A132 Aerial
Photograph

TQ 88360 77025 Site of 20th Century
Outfarm South of White
Hall Farm

Outfarm built in the 20th century as identified from historical maps and aerial
photographs. Destroyed in the 1970-80s by gravel extraction.

Post-medieval

Event ID Reference Name Description

E1 EKE9724
Watching brief at Additional LNG Storage
Tanks - Grain LNG, Isle of Grain

A watching brief undertaken prior to the sites further development. Nothing of archaeological interest was
discovered.

E2 EKE9729

Watching brief at the B2001 Culvert, Isle of
Grain

The watching brief was undertaken during the construction of a new pipeline. The pipeline ran through the
culvert of the B2001. No archaeological features were discovered, although the site was contaminated with
hydro-carbons, and the gravel layers appeared to be intact, giving the possibility that prehistoric remains may
exist.

E3 EKE4028

Settlement Site, Rose Court Farm Iron Age settlement and Late Roman cemetery excavated in advance of mineral extraction north of Rose
Court Farm. The excavations took place over a period of 10 years in the 1970s and 1980s but the results have
never been fully published and information is sparse.

E4 EKE10128

Grain LNG Second Cryogenic Pipeline -
Appendix 10.3: Atkins 2007 investigation
extracts

Boreholes and test pits dug along the route of a pipeline.

E5 EKE8105

The AES Medway Site (Alternative Site)
Isle Of Grain - Archaeological Assessment
Report

Assessment of palaeoenvironmental stratigraphy and archaeological potential using borehole and
other observations at the site, and including data from previous evaluations in the area.

E6 EKE12719
Geoarchaeological boreholes, Grain
pipeline route

Eight boreholes were dug for geoarchaeological investigation of the route. Pleistocene and
Holocene deposits were encountered.
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E7 EKE10722

Watching brief along the route of the
BritNed Interconnector

A watching brief was organised for the route of a new cable. It largely relied upon non-
archaeological contractors identifying potential deposits and calling in archaeologists. No such
deposits were reported. A small section of the cable route, where it crossed a Scheduled
Monument, was fully monitored. Nothing was observed.

E8 EKE16408

LNG JETTY No 8 Isle of Grain A
geoarchaeological borehole monitoring
report

A geoarchaeological report on the monitoring of boreholes drilled in Jetty No8. Report was
commissioned by National Grid Grain LTD. Samples were taken and sent to MoLAS via the Fugro
Consett laboratories for analysis. It was decided further radiocarbon dating would be undertaken.

E9 EKE10138
Watching Brief at Grain Water Treatment
Works, Isle of Grain

A negative watching brief.

E10 EKE12631
Negative watching brief at Isle of Grain
Power Station, Isle of Grain

Monitoring of groundworks associated with drilling and the removal of contaminated soil. No
archaeological finds or features were observed.

E11 EKE16407

Grain Road Isle of Grain an
archaeological watching brief

Watching brief by MoLAS was conducted at the Grain Road site which consisted of a number of
geotechnical test pits. There were deposits of limited local significance and no archaeology. 13 test
pits were dug all 1m square and 0.90 m deep.

E12 EKE17318

Magnetometry survey along route of Grain
to Gravesend gas pipeline

Magnetic geophysical survey was undertaken by Stratascan on behalf of Canterbury
Archaeological Trust, and overall the results of the survey produced little evidence for
archaeological activity. Fourteen scattered responses were detected, although none of these seem
to form any coherent pattern, and it was believed that most related to geological or pedological
anomalies.

E13 EKE15641

A Geoarchaeological Assessment ahead
of a proposed Isle of Grain Windfarm

A geoarchaeological assessment of the site ahead of construction of a proposed wind farm at the
Isle of Grain, Kent. The report modelled a sequence of Pleistocene and Holocene deposits with the
potential to contain archaeological remains of value despite all investigative boreholes being
negative for such material.

E14 EKE14336

Geoarchaeological Evaluation: Land at
Grain Power Station, Isle of Grain, Kent

Geoarchaeological Evaluation on land with planning permission to construct a new gatehouse, and
visitors centre, security lodge, workshop and car park at Grain Power Station. The fieldwork
consisted of machine excavation, recording and sampling of three Geoarchaeological test pits,
along with drilling and core sample recovery from three bore holes. Excellent pollen preservation,
coupled with radiocarbon dating of the sequence and a paucity of comparable work in the local
area for the late Bronze Age, highlights the importance of the pollen assemblage in determining the
vegetative composition of the Isle of Grain during the Late Bronze Age. It is recommended that a
full pollen analysis is undertaken. Two radiocarbon dates on marine shells taken from a single
borehole revealed dates of 1040-730 cal. BC and 1100-770 cal. BC - implying late Bronze age date
for the sediment deposition. Optically Stimulated Luminescence (OSL) dates indicated a date of
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224 +/- 25 ka (thousand years) for the River Terrace Gravel- an interesting date archaeologically
as it corresponds to known Neanderthal occupation in Britain. However no archaeological material
was recovered during the Geoarchaeological evaluation.

E15 EKE10137
Evaluation at Grain Power Station, Isle of
Grain

14 auger samples comprising two transects across the site in order to target the projected route of
the House Fleet (derived from historic mapping).
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Appendix B Built Heritage Gazetteer

Table 3 Built Heritage Gazetteer Assets

Asset
ID.

List Entry
Number

NGR Name Type Description Period Designation

BH1 1393145 588497, 177380
to 588832,
177147

World War II Anti-
Tank Obstacles on
the Foreshore

Anti-tank
obstacles

A line of concrete anti-tank obstacles erected c. 1940 and running for
approximately 570m from north-west to south-east along the north coast of
the Isle of Grain. The main type of obstacle is formed by truncated square
pyramids known as dragons teeth attached to a concrete grid. The teeth are
arranged in rows four deep but every other row is offset so in effect the rows
are eight deep. At the north-west end of the line is s double row of anti-tank
concrete cubes while at the south-eastern end of the line is a pile of concrete
caltrops, designed like medieval caltrops with four arms so that however they
are placed one arm will always point upwards.

Modern Grade II

BH2 1085755 588874, 176789 Church of St
James

Parish
church

12th century with additions in the 13th and 15th centuries and a south-west
tower added in 1903-05. Construction is ragstone rubble and the plan is
simple with a nave, chancel, south-west tower, north-east sacristy and south
porch. The chancel retains 13th century windows in the Early English style.
The aisles have been removed but the remains of the arcade can still be
seen with the early 20th century replacement windows inside the blocked up
spaces. Brick buttresses were added after the aisles were taken away.

Medieval and
post-mediaeval

Grade I

BH3 1336496 588612, 176588 The Hogarth Inn Public
House

A rendered, timber-framed public house dating to the late 16th century. The
two-storey building has a hipped, tiled roof and sliding sash windows to the
first floor. The canted bay windows on the ground floor are a 20th century
addition. The asset was built as a house and was later the Cock Inn and then
the Post Office and stores before being reinstated as a public house in 1975.
The Hogarth name is a reference to William Hogarth who visited the Cock
Inn in 1732 during a visit to the Hoo peninsula. The brick outbuilding to the
north-west of the asset is shown on the First Edition Ordnance Survey map
of 1870 while a further building between the two shown on subsequent
Ordnance Survey maps and labelled PO is no longer in place.

Post medieval Grade II

BH4 1204482 588850, 176146 White House
Farmhouse

House A two-storey, three-bay 18th century weatherboarded farmhouse with timber
sash windows with glazing bars and a panelled front door with a fanlight

Post medieval Grade II
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ID.
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windows in the south-west end have pointed arches and replacement
fenestration.

BH8 N/a 588775, 176277 Grain Village Hall Village
Hall

A single storey structure constructed of pebble-dashed concrete panels,
Crittal style metal windows and a curved roof. The structure dates to the
1950s and has served as the village’s hall since.

Modern Non-
designated

BH9 N/a 588895, 176218 Former
Coastguard
Station

House,
former
coastguard
station

Built by the Admiralty in 1900 facing the River Medway. The building
comprised a row of 12 cottages for the coastguards and their families with a
larger house at the eastern end for the Chief Officer. A single storey watch
room was attached to the house. Construction is in buff brick with red brick
detail to the ground floor.  The first floor walls are divided into square panels
with concrete detaining and the panels are pebble dashed. The roofs are
slate with brick stacks to the front and rear and former windows to the front
elevation.

Post-medieval  Non-
designated

BH10 N/a 588056, 176951 Rosecourt Farm Farm
complex

Rosecourt Farm dates to the 1870s and us first shown on the 1898 Second
Edition Ordnance Survey map. The map shows a pair of semi-detached
cottages with two masonry outbuildings on either side of a courtyard to the
north-east. The assets were not accessible during the site walkover but were
observed from a distance. The cottages are in buff brick with a concrete tiled
roof while the more northerly of the two out buildings is in buff brick with a
corrugated roof. The more southerly of the two outbuildings is not as tall and
was obscured from view by modern buildings to the east but appears to be
original to the development. The courtyard walls connecting the two
outbuildings also appear to be in place.

Post-medieval Non-
designated

BH11 N/a 587828, 176485 Perry’s Farm and
Wilford’s Farm

Farm
complexes

The two farms are located within the Site. Both farms are shown on the 1870
Ordnance Survey map as comprising a number of buildings around
courtyards. The 1898 Ordnance Survey map shows just two buildings at
Perry’s Farm with an additional pair of semi-detached cottages and three
buildings at Wilford’s. Only the rendered brick cottages survive at Perry’s and
one of the outbuildings in buff brick at Wilford’s.

Post-medieval Non-
designated

BH12 N/a 587077, 177097 Grain Island Firing
Point

Artillery
testing
station

In 1920 the War Office drew up plans for buildings and structures for a firing
point on the Isle of Grain to the east of Yantlet Creek. The location was
chosen for its remoteness coupled with the fact that it was accessible by rail
or water. The firing point’s main function was to measure the velocity of
heavy artillery shells from the gun emplacement. Thus was achieved by firing

Post-medieval Non-
designated
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NGR Name Type Description Period Designation

the shell through two wire screens a fixed distance apart.  From the 1950s
the facility was increasingly used as a demolition range for controlled
explosions and continues in that role today. While a number of the facilities
original buildings and structures such as the wharf and dock, gantry path and
velocity screen bases have been demolished other structures still stand
including a workshop complex, powerhouse, mess building, guardhouse and
cottages.

BH13 1425319 585766, 177330 Second World
War QF P-Series
Oil Bombing
Decoy

Oil
Bombing
Decoy

The asset is located in two areas of protection approximately 1.78km west,
north-west of the Site boundary at its nearest point in a wide bend of Yantlet
Creek. The asset is one of eleven QF (diversionary fire) P (petroleum
division) oil bombing decoy sites developed in Britain in the early years of the
Second World War. This example was designed to draw enemy bombing
away from the oil storage depot to the south.  Aerial photographs and
archaeological surveys have found that the asset retails all its above and
below ground features. The decoy was designed to burn fuel oil in brick or
clay-lined pools to simulate burning oil storage tanks, ignition being
controlled from a control building and associated generator building
approximately 200m to the west of the pools.

Modern Scheduled

BH14 1085758 584178, 178880 Church of All
Saints

Parish
church

Dates from the 12th to 15th centuries with restoration in the late 19th century.
Construction is of uncoursed rubble and stale roof. The plan is of aisled nave
with cupola, chancel and south porch. The asset has historic and
architectural interest as Allhallows’ parish church. The asset is located in a
raised churchyard surrounded by a brick wall.

Medieval and
post-medieval

Grade I

BH15 1086504 583566, 177539 Rose and Crown
Public House

House,
formed
public
house

18th century house, formerly the Rose and Crown public house and now a
dwelling house again. The two storey building is in painted brick with a
hipped, tiled roof with two dormers to the front elevation. Both the roof and
timber framed windows are said (list description) to have been replaced in
the 20th century.

Post-medieval Grade II
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Appendix C Figures

Figure 1 Site location plan.

Figure 2 Archaeological Assets
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Figure 3 Archaeological Events

Figure 4 Historic Landscape Character
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Figure 5 Built Heritage Assets

Figure 6 Andrew and Dury's map of 1769
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Figure 7 Hasted's map of 1778

Figure 8 Mudge's map of 1801
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Figure 9 Ordnance Survey Old series map of 1816-9

Figure 10 First Edition Ordnance Survey map 25inXXII.4 of 1870
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Figure 11 Second Edition Ordnnce Survey 25in XXII.4 map of 1898

Figure 12 Third Edition Ordnance Survey XXII.4 map of 1908
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Figure 13 Ordnance Survey 25in XXII.4 1933 revision map

Figure 14 Ordnance Survey aerial photomosaic dated 1947
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Figure 15 Ordnance Survey 1:1250 TQ87NE map of 1961
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Appendix D Plates

Plate 1 View towards the south-east of the attenuation pond area of the proposed development

Plate 2 South-facing view of the proposed location of the converter station
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Plate 3 East-facing view of potential military remains within the footprint of the proposed DC
cable route

Plate 4 World War II Anti-Tank Obstacles on the Foreshore [BH1] looking northwest
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Plate 5 View to Site from Grain Fort [BH5] with Church of St James [BH3] to right side of shot
and Old Vicarage [BH6] to left of centre.

Plate 6 View to Rosecourt Farm [BH10] from site



NeuConnect: Great Britain to Germany
Interconnector

NeuConnect Britain Ltd

Prepared for:  NeuConnect Britain Ltd AECOM
7-10

Plate 7 Wilford's Farm [BH11] with Site in background
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Boscher, Loic

From: heritage@kent.gov.uk
Sent: 26 March 2019 10:07
To: Boscher, Loic
Subject: RE: KHER search NeuConnect (Isle of Grain)

Dear Loïc,

I have had a look, and discussed this with Ben and with Lis Dyson. Ben has provided me with a detailed description
of sites and reports that should be included in the search. I think the simplest way of achieving this is to apply a 3km
buffer from the site boundary: your search area will then include the key Palaeolithic sites that Ben and Lis have
mentioned, as well as details of all the archaeological interventions on the south-east coast of Grain near
Thamesport and the power station sites, and all of the ‘higher ground’ of the Isle of Grain (the area of Head and
River Terrace Gravels and margins). The charge will be £260 in this case due to the size and complexity of the search
area. We do not charge VAT.

Kind regards,

Rose

Dr Rose Broadley | Historic Environment Record Officer | Environment, Planning and
Enforcement | Heritage Conservation Group
Kent County Council | Maidstone, ME14 1XX | Tel: 03000 419190 | www.kent.gov.uk/HER

From: Boscher, Loic [mailto:Loic.Boscher@aecom.com]
Sent: 25 March 2019 13:53
To: Heritage Conservation - GT
Subject: RE: KHER search NeuConnect (Isle of Grain)

Sorry about that, please find the files attached this time!

Kind regards,
Loic

From: heritage@kent.gov.uk [mailto:heritage@kent.gov.uk]
Sent: 25 March 2019 10:43
To: Boscher, Loic
Subject: RE: KHER search NeuConnect (Isle of Grain)

Dear Loïc,

Thank you for your email. I think the attachments are missing though – could you send those over? Then I will
consider the processes involves and the sizes of the search areas and come back to you with a quote.

Best wishes,

Rose
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Loïc Boscher MSc, PhD, MCIfA
Consultant, Archaeology
D +44(0)207-963-9889
loic.boscher@aecom.com

AECOM
St George’s House
5 St George’s Road
Wimbledon, London, SW19 4DR
United Kingdom
T +44(0)207-963-9800
aecom.com

Imagine it. Delivered.

LinkedIn Twitter Facebook Instagram

©2017 Time Inc. Used under license.
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Boscher, Loic

From: Calder, Annie
Sent: 04 March 2019 09:22
To: a.bicket@wessexarch.co.uk
Cc: Cramond, Tom; Boscher, Loic
Subject: FW: NeuConnect cable and associated works.
Attachments: RE: Proposed development of a converter station, substation and underground

DC electricity cables on land at Grain, Isle of Grain.

Hi Andrew

AECOM will be producing the cultural heritage chapter for terrestrial impacts. In lieu of a formal scoping report, I’ve
emailed KCC’s archaeology officer and HE for their comments to our proposed methodology, and for your reference
I’ve included their responses below, and attached.
We haven’t yet commenced with our baseline study, plan to do so in the next few weeks, but if you’re more
advanced with your baseline, could you forward your constraints mapping for the intertidal zone to MHW mark? We
are likely to refer to the same assets in our baseline reports, but I want to make sure, for the impact assessment,
that we x-ref to your chapter where relevant and avoid duplicating impacts.

Drop me a line if you have any queries, or if you think we may be able to help with baseline data.

Best regards
Annie

Annie Calder
Associate Director – Heritage
Environment & Ground Engineering, UK
D +44-(0)191-224-6665
annie.calder@aecom.com

AECOM
One Trinity Gardens
Quayside
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 2HF, England
T +44-(0)-191-224-6500
aecom.com

Built to deliver a better world

LinkedIn Twitter Facebook Instagram

From: Roberts, Paul [mailto:Paul.Roberts@HistoricEngland.org.uk]
Sent: 01 March 2019 17:24
To: Calder, Annie
Cc: ben.found@kent.gov.uk
Subject: RE: NeuConnect cable and associated works.

Dear Annie,
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our Extended Pre-application service can be found on our website at the following address:
www.HistoricEngland.org.uk/EAS. While we offer our pre-application advice confidentially to you, we advise that it
is usually best to work in partnership with District and County Council conservation staff. I note that you’ve been in
contact with Ben Found at KCC so I’ll copy him in to this, for information.

Thank you for sending the Screening Report. We have already commented on a similar report for the intertidal and
seabed element of the proposed scheme via the Marine Management Organisation. One of our recommendations is
very likely to be that assessment should cover the overlap between the terrestrial and intertidal elements of the
scheme.

Regards,

Paul D Roberts MCIfA
Inspector of Ancient Monuments for Kent and Sussex

Development Management Team  | Planning Group
Historic England | Eastgate Court, 195-205 High Street, Guildford, GU1 3EH
Direct dial: 07711 095202

Follow us on Twitter @HE_SouthEast
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Boscher, Loic

From: Ben.Found@kent.gov.uk
Sent: 11 February 2019 16:01
To: Calder, Annie
Subject: RE: Proposed development of a converter station, substation and underground

DC electricity cables on land at Grain, Isle of Grain.
Attachments: KCC Spec Manual B_Generic standard DBA+Pal (DRAFT)_Revised by KCC

12.10.18.docx

Hi Annie

I am sorry that I have not been able to get back to you before now, but have set out some initial
thoughts below. I think the outline scope set out in your email below seems reasonable. I have
attached a copy of our generic standards for archaeological desk-based assessments (including
for areas with Palaeolithic potential) and I would suggest your assessment is prepared in-line with
these.

I note you are proposing a 500m study area, I think this is reasonable, provided that this is a true
500m buffer from the red-line boundary, not 500m from a central point. You might however want
to consider using a custom search area, such that you take in more of the ‘higher ground’ of the
Isle of Grain (the area of Head and River Terrace Gravels and margins) as this might help you
better understand the archaeological character of the area. Our HER team are able to
accommodate irregular search areas, including search areas based on custom GIS shapefile.
Recent archaeological investigations on the Isle of Grain have mostly been focussed on the
southern/south-eastern side of Grain (along the Medway) around the Power Stations,
Thamesport, BritNed and the LNG site. You should look at the various reports arising from these
works, which although outside your proposed study area will be informative to your study.

There is a significant gap in our HER data around the Isle of Grain as we are aware that major
excavations were undertaken by the Kent Archaeological Rescue Unit from the late 1970s over a
period of some 16+years around Rose Court Farm (J. Clubb Ltd site). As far as I am aware, these
works have never been published (other than in a short 2002 note in Brian Philp’s Archaeology in
the Front Line and mentions in Kent Archaeological Review). We do not have comprehensive
plans showing areas investigated or what was exposed. As such the HER entry for this major
programme of archaeological investigation is very limited.

Hopefully you will be aware of Historic England’s study of the Hoo Peninsula and its landscapes –
here is a link to the project summary web-page
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/current/discover-and-understand/rural-heritage/hoo-
peninsula/

I note the proposed geotechnical works. If you are not proposing to monitor the boreholes directly,
then it is essential that the resulting logs are made available to you. If SI test-pits are proposed as
a follow-up stage of work, then these would warrant archaeological monitoring (potentially
including input from a Palaeolithic/Pleistocene specialist).

I trust that the above comments are helpful and would be pleased to discuss further as required.

Kind regards
Ben
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Ben Found | Senior Archaeological Officer | Heritage Conservation | Kent County Council | Invicta House,
County Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX |

Telephone: 03000 413375 | Mobile: 07876 577275 | www.kent.gov.uk |

Please help save paper by NOT printing this email unless absolutely necessary.

From: Calder, Annie <annie.calder@aecom.com>
Sent: 11 February 2019 09:48
To: Found, Ben - GT EPE <Ben.Found@kent.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Proposed development of a converter station, substation and underground DC electricity cables on land
at Grain, Isle of Grain.

Hi Ben

I haven’t heard from you so I’m assuming you’re fine with our proposed scope of work. I’ll be asking the team to
commence with the baseline in the next week.

Kind regards
Annie

From: Calder, Annie
Sent: 06 February 2019 10:12
To: ben.found@kent.gov.uk
Subject: RE: Proposed development of a converter station, substation and underground DC electricity cables on land
at Grain, Isle of Grain.

Hi Ben

Just to follow up on my earlier email. I have been informed that the GI team plan to carry out preliminary GI on the
SE section of the Site, which is the site of the proposed converter station. The works will comprise six boreholes and
three cone penetration test areas.
We do not plan to monitor the boreholes on site, as we wouldn’t see anything. We may monitor test pitting in the
area, but this is scheduled for later in the year. I’ll keep you informed.

Annie

From: Calder, Annie
Sent: 04 February 2019 16:52
To: 'ben.found@kent.gov.uk'
Subject: Proposed development of a converter station, substation and underground DC electricity cables on land at
Grain, Isle of Grain.

Our ref: MC/18/3363
Your ref: MC 18 3363 LE01

Hi Ben

I’m going to be managing the cultural heritage for a proposed development at the Isle of Grain, and have been
forwarded your response to the screening request.

A scoping report is not being prepared, so I’ve set out a brief scope that we can discuss if you’d like to.

Firstly, just to keep you in the loop, the marine archaeology assessment is being carried out by Wessex Archaeology.
We have worked with Wessex a lot on various EIA schemes in the past, including Dogger Bank Offshore wind farm.
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Wessex’s assessment will stop at MHW, which is where our assessment will begin. I will be responsible for liaising
with Wessex and x-ref to their assessment as necessary to ensure that potential impacts aren’t double-counted.

There is still a certain amount of flexibility in the design, particularly in terms of where the HDD will start from, so I
will be working with the design team to make sure that the GII anti-tank cubes and dragon’s teeth are avoided
entirely via HDD.  In order to help inform the design, we are going to produce a cultural heritage DBA
(archaeology/built heritage/historic landscape). The study area for non-designated assets will be 500 from the
redline boundary in the screening report, which is, as you may be aware, a lot larger than site area that will be
required and be taken forward to planning. A 500m study corridor will also be adopted for the cable system to
MHW.
Provisionally, a study area of 1km from the redline boundary will be adopted for the assessment of change to the
setting of designated assets. However, this study area will be further informed by a site visit, and assets beyond 1km
may be included in the baseline assessment where it is assessed that their setting extends into the Site.
The results of previous investigations, archaeological and geotechnical, will be reviewed and incorporated into the
baseline. This preliminary information will be used to understand the depositional sequence from MHW to the Site,
and to help ID deposits with archaeological potential.
Once all available information has been collated, we can review the results and gauge whether there are any gaps in
knowledge that may compromise the impact assessment process.

Let me know if you’d like to talk this through and I’ll give you a call whenever you’re free. I should be in the office all
this week.

Best regards
Annie

Annie Calder
Associate Director – Heritage
Environment & Ground Engineering, UK
D +44-(0)191-224-6665
annie.calder@aecom.com

AECOM
One Trinity Gardens
Quayside
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 2HF, England
T +44-(0)-191-224-6500
aecom.com

Built to deliver a better world

LinkedIn Twitter Facebook Instagram
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Appendix F Borehole Logs

aecom.com




















































